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Voted “Best of the 
Best” since 2019

Dr. Erika Hamer, DC, DIBCN, DIBE
Chiropractic Neurologist, Practice Owner/Founder

Family Chiropractic 
Care for Nearly 20 Years

New Patient Special Offer 
Year of Wellness Special Offers - 

now through Dec 29!
CALL OUR OFFICE AT 273-2691 FOR COMPLETE DETAILS.

2023 IN REVIEW
Photos provided by St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce, Jackie Hird Photography, and Susan Griffin

SJCCHAMBER.COM

December 2023

After Hours at THE PLAYERS2023 Chamber Golf Classic at Hammock Beach Golf Resort

St. Johns County Chamber Board Retreat 2023-2024 2023-2024 St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce Ambassadors

2023-2024 Ponte Vedra Beach Division Board of Directors

Immediate Past Chair Beth Sweeny with Flagler College, 
left, passes the gavel to the 2023-24 Chamber Chair Berta 
Odom with RE/MAX Realty 100 at the CELEBRATE event.
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Your Community Voice for 50 Years  
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‘Letterkenny’

Pitter Patter

Nathan Dales and Michelle Mylett in “Letterkenny”

THE

By Anthony Richards

There is a proposed bill set to go 
forth before the Florida legislature 
during the state legislative session this 
year that pertains to special districts 
and the rules surrounding them. 

The bill was brought to the attention 
of the Ponte Vedra Municipal Service 
District during its meeting on Dec. 11 
by board attorney Wayne Flowers.

According to Flowers, there is a bill 
being proposed to the state legislature 
that if passed would require a referen-
dum to take place in 2025, where the 
residents would vote to decide whether 
Ponte Vedra Beach would remain a 
special district.

House Bill 7013 states that elected 

Cultural Center moves 
into new home

By Shaun Ryan

During the yearslong quest to find a 
suitable, permanent home for the First 
Coast Cultural Center, President and 
CEO Donna Guzzo shared her perpetual 
optimism with everyone she encountered, 
expressed in her signature motto: “Suc-
cess is imminent.”

On Thursday, Dec. 14, having cut the 
ribbon on the fulfillment of that quest, 
the recently acquired facility at 6000B 
Sawgrass Village Circle, she voiced a 
new rallying cry: “Success is here.”

Despite the evening’s rain and chill, a 
large contingent of art lovers turned out 
for the much-anticipated ribbon-cutting 
ceremony and an opportunity to explore 
the building, which until Nov. 23 had 
housed the Ponte Vedra Plastic and Cos-
metic Surgery Center.

Proposed 
bill could 
lead to MSD 
referendum 

‘Success is here’

Photo by Bonnie Hayflick
First Coast Cultural Center President and CEO Donna Guzzo cuts the ribbon on the 
organization’s new facility.CENTER continues on Page 35

MSD  continues on Page 5
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BRIEFS
Cummer receives grant from PLAYERS

THE PLAYERS Championship has 
officially announced that it has awarded 
the Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens 
a $90,000 grant to assist the museum in 
achieving its goal of being a model Blue 
Star Museum. This grant will allow the 
museum to provide free admission to active 
military and veterans on every Wednesday 
throughout the year.

Palm Valley Market every Tuesday
The Palm Valley Market is held from 10 

a.m. to 2 p.m. every Tuesday inside the Palm 
Valley Community Center, 148 Canal Road. 
The market offers fresh produce, baked 
goods, local honey, tea, seasonal treats, soap, 
jewelry, plants and more.

Stevenson to be honored
The Northeast Florida Regional Council 

has announced the winners of the 2023 
Northeast Florida Regional Leadership 
Awards. The 20th Annual Regional Awards 
for Excellence and Elected Officials 
Luncheon will be held to celebrate the 
winners and to honor local elected officials 
on Jan. 4. The council awards these honors 
each year to recognize the best projects and 
the brightest leaders in the region.

The Regional Awards recognition program 
is anchored by the Regional Leadership 
Award, given to a leader who exemplifies 
service to community and commitment to 
regionalism. The 2023 recipient is state Rep. 
Cyndi Stevenson.  

In addition, First Baptist Church in St. 
Augustine won in the Culture and Historic 
Preservation category.

For more information about the Northeast 
Florida Regional Council, go to nefrc.org. 

Tournament raises $142K for Rethreaded
The Northeast Florida Division of 

PulteGroup has announced that the 
company’s second annual Building Hope 
Golf Tournament at The Palencia Club raised 
$142,472 for Rethreaded, a Jacksonville-
based nonprofit organization that provides 
employment, career development and 
supportive services to survivors of human 
trafficking.

“We enjoyed a fantastic day of golf, and 

we are thrilled to support Rethreaded, which 
is helping survivors of human trafficking 
thrive in our community,” said Justin Cook, 
president of PulteGroup’s Northeast Florida 
Division. “We appreciate the support of all 
of our players and event sponsors to make 
our second annual benefit golf tournament a 
success.”

Wounded Warrior Projects delivers 
holiday joy

A recent event in Jacksonville helped bring 
the Christmas spirit to more than a dozen 
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Send us your news
We welcome submissions of photos, stories, columns and letters to  
the editor. Let us know what’s happening. If you have hard copies of 
photos you want us to feature, feel free to bring them to our office —  
we’ll scan them and hand them right back. E-mail submissions to  
news@pontevedrarecorder.com or bring them by our office at  
1102 A1A N., Unit 108, Ponte Vedra Beach.

Plus, find the Recorder on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/ThePVRecorder

Visit our new website at 
www.pontevedrarecorder.com

Subscription Rates, Bulk Mail: 
One year, $40; six months, $20. Rates 
not applicable in Canada or overseas. 
To subscribe, call (904) 285-8831.

ZOOLIGHTS
LANTERN EXPERIENCE

Presented by In partnership with

Select nights
November 19–February 18

WinterWinter
‘Tis the season to get

Creative with STEM and
Culinary Camps

D E C E M B E R  2 6  -  2 9 ,  2 0 2 3

Join Coach Ivan during Christmas
Break for a four-Day STEM Camp.
Enjoy three great STEM activities
including LEGO Robotics, Drones &
Slot Cars, that will give your child
experience working with technology
of the future!

Kids in the Kitchen with Kara
Culinary & More
10 am to 4 pm

Break CampsBreak Camps

Culinary & More, a one-of-a-kind 4-day
Winter Break Camp where Miss Kara
will infuse culinary arts and crafting.
Each day will be a mix of engaging
craft and culinary activities. Your child
will take home the skills to create
delicious meals and cool creations!

LEGO Robotics, Drones &
Carrera Slot Cars
9 am to 4 pm

See more class details at
app.thelink.zone

at the link 
425 Town Plaza Ave., 
Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

BRIEFS  continues on Page 5
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FROM COTTAGES TO CASTLES

beacheshomes.com

beacheshomes.com

Over $51 Million in Sales in 2023

elizabeth hudgins
904.553.2032

sarah alexander
904.334.3104

CUSTOM BUILDING & REMODELING
SINCE 1962

RRRESSSIDENNNTIAL /// CCCOOOMMERRRCCCIALR SSS N // CCCO RRCCC

TOM TROUT, inc.
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

CBC026189

(((904))) 737-5412 • tomtroutinc.com
Contact us for a FREE consultation!
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FAMILY - COSMETICS - IMPLANTS

Vedra
Ponte Premier

Dental

Dr. Kevin neal  |  Dr. Michael Winter
Dr. Andy Maples  |  Dr. Brian Maples

100 Professional Dr.  |  Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
(904) 285-8407  |  www.pvpdental.com

Experience the good a simple smile can do.

Donation helps American Legion post restart operations
By Shaun Ryan

Things are looking up for a local 
American Legion post thanks in part to a 
sizable donation made by the Palm Val-
ley Community Association.

Post 233, located at 560 N. Wilderness 
Trail in Ponte Vedra Beach, has long 
been a major resource for both local vet-
erans and for the community at large.

Chartered in March 1971, the post 
has been involved in programs such as 
Boys State, whereby select high school 
students travel to Tallahassee to learn 

firsthand about how state government 
works. The American Legion Auxiliary 
offers a similar program for girls.

Over the years, the post has held 
numerous special events. And its Taco 
Tuesday, BINGO Thursday and Friday 
Steak Night, its regular meals and bar 
have been popular elements of life in 
Palm Valley. Veterans seeking help con-
necting with the right people at the VA 
could always count on the post’s assis-
tance.

“The American Legion’s an important 
member of our community,” said Greg 

Leonard, Palm Valley Community As-
sociation president.

But in recent years, the post has had 
some difficulties. Its 501(c)19 tax exempt 
veteran organization status was revoked 
in November 2022. As a result, it had to 
suspend operations, and its income was 
limited to membership renewals.

In addition, the main building, which 
the post has occupied since 1974, is 
showing its age to such a degree that it 
needs to be replaced.

Past Commander Sonny Kirkwood, 
a 33-year member of the American 

Legion, was asked to return and resume 
his former role. He agreed and took over 
commandership on Sept. 17.

Immediately, he called a membership 
meeting, which was attended by about 
100 people, and asked for help in resolv-
ing the situation.

Some of those members also sit on 
the Palm Valley Community Association 
board, and they advocated for the group 
to lend a hand.

LEGION  continues on Page 4
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153 Fort Wade Rd., Ste 100, Ponte Vedra

Schedule Your Appointment Today!

SEDATION DENTISTRY
Imagine going to the dentist and having complex treatments done without any pain, 

discomfort, or anxiety! Sedation Dentistry, also known as sleep dentistry, is the practice 
of creating a calm and relaxing state to allow for safe and comfortable dental care. There 

are numerous benefits to sedation dentistry, including the following:

No Insurance? We’ve got you covered! $500 A YEAR

• Minimal recollection of the dental procedure
• No pain or discomfort
• No sense of sound, smell, or time
• No fear, stress, or anxiety during treatment
• Treatment is easier for both the patient and dentist
• More dental work completed in fewer appointments

CARLOS BLACKMON, 
DDS, MS

PROSTHODONTIST

YOUR SMILE SAYS IT ALL
PROVIDING TRUSTED SPECIALIZED CARE TO PATIENTS

9 0 4 - 3 9 5 - 5 5 0 1  •  G U I D E D S M I L E S JA X . C O M

So, on Nov. 13, the association agreed 
to donate $5,000 to the post to cover 
its operating expenses for a couple of 
months. 

“Because of donations from the 
Community Center and other American 
Legion posts, we were able to re-open the 
doors,” said Kirkwood.

At the same time, the IRS approved 
reinstatement of the post’s 501(c)19, 
backdating it so that all donations as of 
Nov. 22, 2022, could be tax exempt.

These and other actions have allowed 
the post to restart its revenue stream. 
Volunteers, too, have been helpful in the 
effort.

The post now has an 18-month strate-
gic plan. The pavilion is being renovated 
for use while a new main building is 
under construction, which is expected to 
begin in the spring. Gradually, the post’s 
various activities will be resumed, though 
it is taking “baby steps” toward that goal.

As a harbinger of things to come, the 
post plans to be open for Christmas din-
ner from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Dec. 25.

But the post still needs help, especially 
from volunteers.

Kirkwood can be reached at skirk-
wood444@comcast.net. Learn more 
about the post at al233fl.org.

Legion
Continued from 3

Photo by Shaun Ryan
The Palm Valley Community Association recently made a $5,000 donation to American Legion Post 233 to help it reopen. Pictured from left are: 
Post Commander Sonny Kirkwood, Mike Campbell, Beacham Still, Frank Eckstein and Association President Greg Leonard.
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190 Marketside Avenue, Unit B
Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

FloridaEyeSpecialists.com 20 Doctors Specializing in:
Cataracts • Glaucoma  •  Dry Eye

LASIK • Cornea • Retina • Oculoplastics

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS IN NOCATEE
#1 CATARACT & GLAUCOMA PRACTICE

(904) 564-2020

SCHEDULE AN
APPOINTMENT

DONALD A.
BARNHORST, JR., M.D.

KENZO J. KOIKE, M.D.

members of an independent special dis-
trict cannot serve more than 12 consecu-
tive years unless the district’s charter 
provides more restrictive terms of office.

However, service of terms prior to Nov. 
5, 2024, would not count toward the limi-
tation imposed by the subsection.

“For folks who had already served, 
it doesn’t count towards the 12 years,” 
Flowers said. “So, in other words, it is a 
‘going-forward’ type of legislation.”

The bill would also require a continua-
tion referendum to be held every 10 years 
for independent special districts that 
exercise ad valorem tax authority.

“There are folks who have concerns 
about special-purpose governments that 
levy taxes, and that they are not adequate-
ly controlled, although there is an entire 
chapter in the statues that deal with and 
restrict and instruct how special districts 
operate. That’s something to look at and 
pay attention to. The Florida Association 
of Special Districts is following it.”

The proposed bill would also repeal a 
provision that allows a special district to 
convert itself into a municipality without 
legislative approval.

Trustee Kitty Switkes asked how it 
would affect the MSD’s charter in the 
future.

“It would likely supersede it, because it 
would be a general law and not a special 
act,” Flowers said.

According to Flowers, when discuss-
ing changes to the MSD charter in recent 
years, it was modeled after legislation 
that had been passed pertaining to school 
boards around 2020 or 2021.

Trustee Mickey White was curious 
about what the genesis is behind the pro-
posed law and what led to it.

“There have been efforts to limit 
authority of special districts at various 
times for as long as I’ve been doing this,” 
Flowers said. “A lot of times the impetus 
is that a legislature in a particular district 
has a beef with a special district. There 
was a review that was done when Gov. 
(Rick) Scott was governor and there was 
a fear on behalf of special districts that 
it was going to result in some further 
action, but there was no legislation that 

came out of it.”
There are provisions throughout the 

proposed bill covering a variety of spe-
cial district types, including independent 
and dependent special districts, as well as 
community development districts.

The state legislature’s regular session is 
scheduled to convene on Jan. 9, with the 
last day for regularly scheduled commit-
tee meetings being Feb. 27 and the last of 
the legislature’s regular session coming 
on March 8.

“Who knows if this will pass or not,” 
Flowers said. “There are thousands of 
bills that are introduced every year and 
like maybe 200 to 250 pass.”

Flowers hopes to have more informa-
tion and insight regarding the bill at 
future MSD meetings.

MSD
Continued from 1

local families. Wounded Warrior Project 
hosted the families at its headquarters on 
Belfort Road. The evening started with a 
family feast and then Wounded Warrior 
Project provided each family with all the 
makings for a Christmas dinner to take 
home (including a gift card to purchase 
a turkey). Each child also received 
a wrapped present right from their 

individual Christmas lists and a stocking 
filled with goodies. Wounded Warrior 
Project started this annual tradition a 
few years ago to help families deal with 
rising prices and a tight economy.

Gate Car Wash planned for S.R. 207
NAI Hallmark, a commercial 

real estate brokerage and property 
management firm in Jacksonville, has 
announced the sale of 1475 S.R. 207 
in St. Augustine for $2 million. Vice 
President Austin Kay brokered the 

transaction on behalf of the seller.
This 2.54-acre property is two miles 

west of downtown St. Augustine and 
less than two miles from I-95, giving 

this property high traffic volume and 
ideal proximity to new development.

— Compiled by Shaun Ryan

Briefs
Continued from 2
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Erika Hamer

Dr. Erika Hamer is the new chair for the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce’s Ponte Vedra Beach Division. She is the owner of 
Ponte Vedra Wellness, and this is the third time she has held a chair position at some point since joining the Chamber nearly two 
decades ago.

As told to Anthony Richards

Tell us a little about yourself and your background.

My name is Dr. Erika Hamer and I started Ponte Vedra 
Wellness Center in 2004. I graduated from chiropractic 
school at Life University in Marietta, Georgia, and I 
hold a special post-graduate designation of diplomate 
in chiropractic neurology and am also fully licensed in 
nuero-electrodiagnostics.

I am absolutely excited to serve as chair with the Ponte 
Vedra Beach Division.

Is this your first time in the role of chair with the 
Chamber?

I’ve served in this role before but it’s been about nine 
years.

I also served in 2020 as chair of the countywide cham-
ber, which was during Covid and it was a challenging 
time.

Do you feel like the fact that you’ve had the chair role 
before will help this time around?

I do feel like having done these roles will definitely 
make a difference, and I will surely lean on that experi-
ence.

One of the things where I feel that I can help the most 
is that I have a good understanding of the needs of the 
local community and the Chamber’s members.

Being a small business owner myself I feel gives me 
the ability to give insight and help direct to make sure the 
local business community is going in the direction we all 
want.

Knowing the community is so vital and I have a good 
grasp on that.

Not only have I spent time in the role of chairs at 
multiple levels, but I have also held positions at various 
spots throughout the Chamber and I believe I have taken 
something from each and every one of those experiences. 

What have you found out about the Ponte Vedra 
Beach community in your years as a member of the 
Chamber?

Ponte Vedra Beach is a very tight-knit community 
and I’ve worked on being involved even before I was a 
member of the Chamber. 

For about 20 years I’ve had my business now and it 
has allowed me to develop relationships with so many 
people.

What have you gained from being a member of the 
Chamber all these years?

Throughout the years, the Chamber has changed and 
adapted to what the business needs of the community are. 
As they change, so should we continue to.

We know the Covid-19 pandemic changed a lot when 
it comes to business hours, especially when you’re a 
small business, but as a Chamber we’re here for those 
businesses.

It’s all about making sure the needs of our local busi-
nesses remain at the forefront of what we strive to do.

Do you have goals for the Ponte Vedra Division while 
in the role of chair?

I’m a big planner and always have been. I like to plan 
everything.

A big goal of mine would be that we do as much com-
munity outreach as possible, because that is the best way 
to not just offer help to someone but also to find out what 
the needs are out there.

Once we know the needs we can then create the best 

plan moving forward.
I also want to focus on continuing to get the word out 

about the Chamber and make sure that every business in 
the community knows that we’re here and the services 
that we can offer.

We have a great board that supports our division, and 
that’s a great place to start.

We want to make sure that we have the ability to create 
additional opportunities for every business that calls our 
community home as well.

Photo by Matus Foris
Dr. Erika Hamer is the new chair for the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce’s Ponte Vedra Beach Division.
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Full Service Pest & Termite Control

Wood Destroying Organism Inspections

Next Day Appointments

Same Day Reports

(904)338-9847
Info@termitedepot.com

Serving all of North Florida & The Beaches

termiteDEPOT.com

Walkers Ridge in Sawgrass Country Club
Step inside 52 South Nine Drive and experience a unique 

custom designed home that is perfect for entertaining 
family and friends. The cozy entrance to the foyer  

welcomes you to an open concept dining room, and light 
filled living room, and sunroom, that reveals one of  
Sawgrass Country Clubs waterfront views with a  

Northeastern exposure. This completely updated home with 
the master on the first floor is simply gorgeous! With 2294 

square feet of design this 3-bedroom 2 1/2 bath coastal 
traditional is light, and spacious, with a unique floor plan 

that connects the new Chefs kitchen, and  
breakfast room, to the dining room, office and spacious  

2 story living room, with a wood burning fireplace.  
Minutes to the beach and golf course. Enjoy country club 

living that is simply the best! Offered for $997,000.

Real estate office provides gifts for children in foster care
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Florida 

Network Realty is helping to make the holi-
days special for children in foster care.

The company’s Metro Offices of Avondale/
Ortega and San Marco/San Jose supported 
Family Support Services of Duval and Nassau 
Counties’ annual Be an Angel holiday drive. 
Angels buy gifts from a child’s wish list or 
make a monetary donation so that the children 
receive Christmas presents they would not 
otherwise be able to enjoy this time of year.  

For the third year, Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices Florida Network Realty Realtor 
Kimberly Waterhouse managed the real estate 
firm’s initiative. With the support of the Metro 
offices team, she collected and purchased 
gifts to make Christmas wishes come true 
for 50 children in foster care. Additionally, 
Waterhouse secured a $20,400 donation from 
the Gray Family Foundation that will help 
fulfill Christmas wishes for additional children 
served by Family Support Services. 

“We are grateful for the ongoing support of 
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Florida 
Network Realty and the Gray Family Founda-
tion for Be an Angel and our community’s 
children in foster care,” said Leigh Ann Lut-

trell, community engagement manager for 
Family Support Services Duval and Nassau 
Counties. “Through their generosity, we can 
support happier holidays for children who 
might not otherwise receive gifts this time of 
year. Be an Angel and other FSS programs just 
aren’t possible without committed partners 
like them.”

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Florida 
Network Realty is among Family Support Ser-
vices’ top donors supporting the Be an Angel 
campaign.

“We are so proud of our Metro team and 
their support of the Be an Angel initiative to 
ensure more children can have a gift under the 
tree this Christmas,” said Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices Florida Network Realty Presi-
dent Ann King. “Our company is committed 
to making a positive difference in the lives of 
many local children and families, and we are 
grateful to be in business with such dedicated, 
talented and passionate professionals.”

For information about Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices Florida Network Realty, go to 
FloridaNetworkRealty.com or flnetworkrealty.
com. For information about Family Support 
Services, go to familysupport.org.  

Contributed photo
Pictured from left, front row: Leigh Ann Luttrell, Family Support Services’ commu-
nity engagement manager, and Kayla Garza, Family Support Services community 
engagement specialist; back row: Realtors Kathy Suber, Nathan Gray and Kimberly 
Waterhouse; Rochelle Lockett, Family Support services community engagement 
specialist; and Josh Cohen, managing broker, Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices 
Florida Network Realty.
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NorthEastFloridaCoastHomes.com 

Congratulations to our November Leaders! 

Two locations to serve you! 
NOCATEE 

158 Marketside Avenue, Suite14 • (904) 834-7682 
PONTE VEDRA BEACH 

100 Corridor Road, Suite 101 • (904) 280-1115 

Mary Higginbotham 
Ponte Vedra Beach 

CYPRESS TRAILS                                     
Open floor plan with vaulted ceiling. Hardwood 

floors throughout. 3 car garage. 4 BR + Loft, 3.5 
BA, 3,545 SF MLS 1239931 $874,990                                                              
Jaya Khakural (904) 738-0907  

Southern Latitude Group 
Nocatee 

HARBOUR ISLAND                                                                           
Finest quality finishes & designer touches!  Also, 
an Elevator! 40' boat slip in yacht basin. 4 BR,                 
4.5 BA, 5,052 SF MLS 1248528 $3,299,000                                                  

Susie Mullinax (904) 910-1121 

PACETTI NORTH BEACH               
Charming Florida home nestled in the Oak              

trees and immersed with natural light.                                    
3 BR, 2 BA, MLS 1246461 $774,500                                                                 

Cheryl Gillespie (904) 338-8697                                            

COASTAL OAKS                           
This home features a formal dining room, office 
and upstairs bonus room. All on a preserve lot!  
5 BR, 4 BA, 3,543 SF MLS 1256546 $995,000                                                                

Matt & Naomi (904) 234-5014   

FOREST HAMMOCK                  
Oversized, cul-de-sac lot & No CDD Fees!             

Upstairs retreat!  3 car garage! 5 BR, 3.5 BA, 
2,978 SF MLS 1261589 $505,000                                               

Jennifer Zeiller (904) 697-8152  

WATERSONG AT RIVERTOWN                                     
Maintenance free living Adult community!    

Private screened lanai. 2 BR + Den, 2.5 BA, 
2,212 SF MLS 1257898 $659,900                                                                

Josh Foster (317) 439-2024  

KINGSTON DUNES                    
OCEANFRONT!  Stunning ocean views from 
every level, 3 story, furnished home. 4 BR,               

4.5 BA, 2,974 SF MLS 1251400 $1,695,000                                                                
Kathy Slusser (904) 760-9763  

First Coast Collective 
Nocatee 

SURF VILLAS CONDO                                                                           
1st floor FULLY FURNISHED condo with              
gorgeous panoramic oceanfront views!               

1 BR, 1 BA, 880 SF MLS 1247995 $874,900                                                  
Michael Paull (904) 705-1004 

TWENTY MILE AT NOCATEE            
Private, preserve lot! Open, bright living space!  
Gourmet kitchen & wood like tile floors  4 BR,           

3 BA, 2,458 SF MLS 1258782 $989,900                                                               
Josh Foster (317) 439-2024  

PIER POINT                                  
Second floor corner unit - One block from 

the ocean!  2 garage parking spaces. 3 BR,  
2 BA, 1,854 SF MLS 1250998 $649,900                                      
Michael Paull (904) 705-1004 

SAINT AUGUSTINE ICW                            
Spectacular unobstructed Intracoastal Views!  
No HOA or CDD!  Completely updated! 3 BR, 

3 BA, 1,881 SF MLS 1193540 $1,295,000                                      
Matt & Naomi (904) 234-5014   

PLANTATION OAKS                    
Stunning, two story brick home on just under     
1 acre with a screened pool!  5 BR, 5.5 BA, 

4,700 SF MLS 1258261 $1,800,000                                               
Kelly & Megan (904) 233-1991                                            

VILANO BEACH                             
OCEANFRONT! Ocean views throughout the 

home. 5 Decks!  Ground level apartment. 4 BR,                 
4.5 BA, 2,531 SF MLS 1250414 $1,399,000                                                                

Chris & Rick (904) 349-6163  

Kelly Whitaker & Megan Hulling 
Ponte Vedra Beach 

Lara Hoffman 
Ponte Vedra Beach 

SHEARWATER                                  
New Townhome available Immediately!                     

Resort style amenities! 3 BR, 2.5 BA, 1,805 SF                  
MLS 1250539 $2,495 / Monthly Rental                                                                
Kathy Slusser (904) 760-9763  

CROSSWATER VILLAGE             
Meticulous, single story home! Quality finishes 
throughout. Extended screened lanai!  4 BR,            

2 BA, 2,108 SF MLS 1255943 $660,000                                                                
Jennifer Zeiller (904) 697-8152  

VILLAGES OF VALENCIA                                     
MOVE IN READY!  Peaceful, lakefront home 
with an enclosed Florida room. 3 BR, 2 BA, 

1,939 SF MLS 1245106 $449,500                    
Sarah Olson (904) 439-0216   
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Elaine Cecelia Levins
Elaine Cecelia Levins, age 88, of Ponte 

Vedra Beach, FL, born March 29, 1935, 
transitioned peacefully to the Lord’s 
house on December 10, 2023. She was 
surrounded by her loving family at the 
time of her passing. 

Elaine was born and raised in Whit-
man, Massachusetts. She is the daughter 
of W. Leo Welch and Mildred Connors 
Welch. She graduated from Whitman 

High School in 1952. Elaine was a tre-
mendous student and served as her class’s 
vice president. She received the Furney 
award for the most outstanding pupil. 
Elaine’s academics continued as she went 
on to graduate from Stonehill College in 
1956. While at Stonehill College Elaine 
once again served as vice president of 
her class and was elected queen of the 
1955 Stonehill College ball. Elaine also 
excelled in athletics as she was a member 
of her high school and college woman’s 
basketball teams. 

Elaine married John Patrick Levins at 
Holy Ghost Catholic Church in Whitman, 
Massachusetts on June 9, 1956. Elaine 
and Jack honeymooned in Key West, FL 
where they were stationed to start their 
lives together with Jack being a naval of-
ficer. Elaine and Jack had two daughters: 
Donna Malia Bradley and Lisa Marie 
Lynott. Elaine was a devoted mother and 
wife to her family. Elaine is the grand-
mother of Donna Malia Victoria Lynott. 
Elaine enjoyed participating actively 
in her families’ hobbies and passions 
throughout her life.

Elaine was a devout Catholic and long-
time member of the Our Lady Star of the 
Sea in Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida. Elaine 

attended Mass multiple times per week 
and on Holy Days of Obligation. Elaine 
went to confession weekly and received 
weekly communion. Elaine observed 
the laws of fasting and abstinence and 
financially supported her church. Elaine 
provided years of community service as 
she spent free time volunteering at the 
Mayo Clinic in Jacksonville, Florida. 

Elaine was an avid and exceptional 
golfer with at least one hole in one on her 
resume. Elaine not only loved playing 
the game of golf, she enjoyed teaching 
and growing the game with all those she 
encountered. Elaine enjoyed volunteering 
and supporting the game of golf for all 
skill levels as she assisted in numerous 
professional and amateur golf tourna-
ments.  

Elaine lived a long and full life and 
brought joy to all those she engaged. 
Elaine adored all members of her family 
and truly valued all her friends. She loved 
entertaining, hosting, and spending time 
with them. Elaine was a tremendously 
hard worker with an incredible work ethic 
and listening ear. Elaine supported all of 
those around her effortlessly throughout 
her life. Elaine was free with her love 
of those around her and easily returned 

the same love back. She will be dearly 
missed but never forgotten, just like 
her world-famous handmade Christmas 
stockings. 

Elaine is survived by her two children, 
Donna Bradley of Indian Pass, FL and 
her husband, David Bradley, and Lisa Ly-
nott of Orange Park, FL and her husband, 
Wil Lynott, her granddaughter Lia Lynott 
of Orange Park, FL. In addition, she is 
survived by her three brothers: William 
E. Welch, Donald P. Welch, and Lee F. 
Welch, and her sister Joan C. Lucca.

A Memorial Service was held at 10:30 
a.m. on Wednesday 12/20/23 at St. Lukes 
Catholic Church, 1606 Blanding Blvd, 
Middleburg, FL 32068.

In lieu of flowers donations can be 
made in her name to a cancer organiza-
tion of your choice. She was especially 
fond of St Jude Childrens Hospital and a 
survivor of uterine cancer. Please visit her 
online Tribute at www.quinn-shalz.com. 

Arrangements by

• Professionally installed    
   wall-to-wall carpet

• Large assortment  
   of unique, in-stock  
   area rugs

• Sisal, Seagrass, Jute

• Custom sized carpets    
   and rug pads

pvclubrealty.com
280 Ponte Vedra Blvd,

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

• Third Generation Local 
• Sold $9M+ in Residential 

Real Estate in 3 years 
• Two high end sales, 

$3.65M Intracoastral home 
in Marsh Landing and 
$2.05M Oceanfront condo 
in Sawgrass 

• Ponte Vedra Club Realty 
is affiliated with Gate 
hospitality and has unique 
marketing capabilities. 

Contact Brian  
today for all your  
real estate needs!

Brian Massey
904.229.7906

bmassey@pvclubrealty.com

Happy Holidays!

OBITUARIES

DEATH NOTICES
Joyce Lynn Boynton
Joyce Lynn Boynton, 82, of Jacksonville, 
Florida, died Dec. 10, 2023. Arrangements by 
Quinn-Shalz Family Funeral Home & Cremation 
Centre. www.quinn-shalz.com. 904-249-1100

Betty Easley
Betty Easley, 94, of Jacksonville, Florida, died 
Dec. 4, 2023. Ponte Vedra Valley Funeral Home, 
Cremation Center & Cemetery – 904-285-1130 
– www.pontevedravalley.com

Robert C. Hanna, Jr.
Robert C. Hanna, Jr., 90, of Jacksonville, Florida, 
died Dec. 3, 2023. Ponte Vedra Valley Funeral 
Home, Cremation Center & Cemetery – 904-
285-1130 – www.pontevedravalley.com

Patricia Lyons
Patricia Lyons, 86, of Ponte Vedra Beach, 
Florida, died Dec. 10, 2023. Arrangements by 
Quinn-Shalz Family Funeral Home & Cremation 
Centre. www.quinn-shalz.com. 904-249-1100

Norman A. Mattmuller
Norman A. Mattmuller, 92, of Spring Hill, 
Florida, died Dec. 12, 2023. Arrangements by 
Quinn-Shalz Family Funeral Home & Cremation 
Centre. www.quinn-shalz.com. 904-249-1100

Timothy L. Meyer
Timothy L. Meyer, 44, of Jacksonville, Florida, 
died Dec. 12, 2023. Ponte Vedra Valley Funeral 
Home, Cremation Center & Cemetery – 904-
285-1130 – www.pontevedravalley.com

Kelechi Earnest Obiefule
Kelechi Earnest Obiefule, 43, of Jacksonville, 
Florida, died Dec. 13, 2023. Arrangements by 
Quinn-Shalz Family Funeral Home & Cremation 
Centre. 904-249-1100 www.quinn-shalz.com. 
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Free Park & Ride Shu�le

Pick up/Drop off:

1pm - 11pm, Parking Locations:

Visitor info @ 
www.NightsofLights.com

St. Johns County Health Department
200 San Sebastian View

Broudy’s Lot 
(corner of US 1 and W. King)

198 & 212 W. King St.

San Marco Lot 
301 San Marco

Visitor Information Center
10 S. Castillo Dr., St. Augustine

Days of Operation:

www.CityStAug.com

Saturdays in December
Tues. - Sat., December 26-30

Daily from Broudy’s Lot Only

�e Nights of Lights and the park and ride 
shuttle are produced by the City of St. 

Augustine with funding assistance from the St. 
Johns County Tourist Development Council. 

A successful party is an event that is full of good people, fun music, and great food! 
Amanda’s Char-CUTIE Boards

medford56@gmail.com 904-416-4010
Amanda’s char-cutie boards Amandas.char_cutie.boards 

Contact me today to book me for your next event!

Amanda can elevate your event with a unique board/table that 
everyone will rave about! Whether it’s a traditional charcuterie or 
a themed board for the holidays, we will deliver! We use Artisanal 
cheeses, cured meats and fresh produce in a creative way that is 

both aesthetically pleasing to the eye and the palette!

We also cater to the gluten-free and vegan community, and have 
various options for these specific boards.

What we offer:
Charcuterie Boards

Grazing Tables 
Pre-ordered Gift Boxes 

Charcuterie Classes

Perfect for any event!
Baby/Wedding Showers 

Weddings • Broker Openings
Open Houses • Corporate Events
Team Building Classes • Birthdays
Graduations • Retirement Parties

Business Launches • Marketing Events 

Mrs. Claus visits newborns at 
UF Health Flagler Hospital

Santa Claus is extremely busy this time of year, but Mrs. Claus has 
a little more flexibility in her schedule. She recently took time away 
from baking cookies to visit newborns in the neonatal intensive care 
and maternal child units at UF Health Flagler Hospital in St. Johns 
County.  

“I can confirm that all of the babies are on the Nice List,” Mrs. 
Claus said.

Contributed photos
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with us!

Celebrate
Christmas 

Festive fun for 
furry friends

Watson Realty No-
catee Office recently 
held a pet event, 
Paws and Claus. 
Treat bags handed 
out to the furry 
friends, and there 
was a hot cocoa bar 
and cookies for the 
adults. A drawing 
for a prize was also 
held.

Contributed photo
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Make it a night to remember by welcoming  
the New Year at the 13th Annual Ritz-Carlton,  
Amelia Island Black and White New Year’s Eve Gala. 
Enjoy extravagant food buffets including a seafood and ice 
bar, sushi display, scallops and Prime Rib, and an array of 
scrumptious desserts in the beautiful Ritz-Carlton Ballroom. 
Dance the night away to the sounds of seven-member band 
Finesse and enjoy the open bar, spectacular fireworks and a 
Champagne toast to commence the New Year.

BLACK AND WHITE
NEW YEAR’S EVE GALA

Filled with unusual and enchanting finds with a French 
flair, The Signature Shop has evolved into Maison 1562. 
French-inspired but highlighting treasures from Europe 
and beyond, the store features one-of-a-kind collectible 
handbags, accessories, housewares, unique clothing and 
designer jewelry collections both vintage and contemporary. 
Exquisite in every detail, browse the collections of 
Maison 1562 and discover what you’ve been missing.

INTRODUCING 
MAISON 1562

St. Augustine shines its brightest with Nights of Lights
This year’s annual Nights of Lights festival in 

St. Augustine is an event where people can walk 
or ride around downtown St. Augustine and get 
in the festive mood with so many businesses 
taking part and lighting up and decorating for 
the holidays. It is a popular spot for locals from 
across the First Coast to visit this time of year 
and the festival’s last day will be Jan. 28, 2024. 

Photos by Anthony Richards

See  MORE PHOTOS on Page 13
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Treat them to something special with a gift card  
from The Spa at Ponte Vedra Inn & Club. 

It’s the gift that’s everything you could  want for them and everything  
they desire. Call us today at 904.273.7700,  come see us at The Spa,   

or shop from anywhere at pvspa.com.
MM1481

MORE NIGHTS OF LIGHTS PHOTOS
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A Holistic Approach to Wellness

Salt therapy, also known as Halotherapy, is a drug-free, non-invasive treatment 
 that improves health problems you may be experiencing such as asthma, allergies,  

and some respiratory illnesses.

LaCURA, “the cure,” offers a space where customers come to relax and 
heal. We provide a nuturing, calm, and comfortable atmosphere for 

all who are serviced at LaCURA. When clients enter our salt therapy 
room or our infrared sauna, the stress reducing effects emitted by the 

negative ions in the Himalayan salt environment may be felt almost 
immediately, enhancing the mind-body-spirit connection.

804-A Anastasia Blvd - St. Augustine, FL
904.217.7341  |  lacurasaltspa.com

• Halotherapy
• Infrared Sauna Therapy
• Therapeutic Massage
• Facials
• Therapeutic Tea Foot Soak
• Restorative Yoga in Salt Room

Ask about our specials!New owner of LaCURA Salt Spa

Dazzling Nights 
returns to Jacksonville

Jacksonville Arboretum & Botanical 
Gardens will transform once again into 
a stunning, winter wonderland featur-
ing a million dazzling lights, shining 
forests, magical displays, music and 
beautiful sculptures during Dazzling 
Nights, a family-friendly adventure that 
gives guests the opportunity to embark 
on an unforgettable, three-quarter mile, 
interactive holiday experience.

Dazzling Nights runs through 
Dec. 29. Enjoy new, one-of-a-kind 
holiday experiences and immersive 
lighting displays like: 

• Have a snowball fight in 
a giant, 40-foot snow globe 

• Travel through a bright, 
candy-cane corridor 

• Walk under thousands 
of brilliant, twinkling 
lights and snowflakes 

• See some of 
Audubon’s famous 
flower paintings 
illuminated as 
larger-than-life 
neon flowers 

• Explore a 
hazy forest of 
lasers 

• Discover a path of a thousand bril-
liant fireflies 

• Gather for a family photo in front of 
a giant, shimmering Christmas tree

The evening wouldn’t be complete 
without nightly snowfall, plus sweet 
treats and holiday (and adult) bever-
ages. 

“We’re so excited to expand Daz-
zling Nights Jacksonville for an even 
bigger and better third year,” said 

Cole NeSmith, chief creative 
officer of Memoir Agency.

Jacksonville Arboretum & 
Botanical Gardens is located 

at 1445 Millcoe Road, 
Jacksonville. Timed entry 
will take place from 5:30 
to 8:30 p.m. 

Adult tickets start 
at $22. Children’s 
tickets, ages 

3-13, start at 
$19. (Children 
under 3 enter 

free; no ticket 
required.) Pur-
chase tickets 
at dazzlingjax.

com. 

Vilano Beach 
festivities continue

Here’s the holiday schedule for Satur-
day, Dec. 23, at Vilano Beach.

Vilano Holiday Village Christmas 
Artisan Market — The perfect time to 
get unique and local holiday gifts in just 
one place. The market was rescheduled 
from an earlier date. Meet local artisans 
who will offer the perfect gifts for that 
special someone. Jeremy Weinglass has 
amassed more than 30 years of experi-
ence as a professional musician and 
composer with an expansive repertoire of 
classical, standards, musicals, rock and 
pop. Admission is free.

• 4-8 p.m. Artisans along Vilano Road
• 4-7 p.m. Jeremy Weinglass at The 

Patio at Holiday Inn Express

Cirque Adventure’s high-flying Elf 
Circus is coming to town! This aerial 
and acrobatic show performed to favorite 
holiday tunes. There will be aerialists 
flying high in the air, acrobats flipping 
and tumbling everywhere. There will 
be three (30 minute) performances. St. 
Johns County Fire and Rescue Depart-
ment will showcase emergency vehicles 
at the event, with the opportunity to get 
up close and learn more about our local 
emergency responder. Admission is free.

• 1-1:30, 2-2:30 and 3-3:30 p.m. Elf 
Circus

• 1-3 p.m. St Johns County Fire and 
Rescue Department emergency vehicles 

• 4-6 p.m. Santa and Mrs. Claus ap-
pearance at The Patio at Holiday Inn 
Express



2023 IN REVIEW
Photos provided by St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce, Jackie Hird Photography, and Susan Griffin

SJCCHAMBER.COM

December 2023

After Hours at THE PLAYERS2023 Chamber Golf Classic at Hammock Beach Golf Resort

St. Johns County Chamber Board Retreat 2023-2024 2023-2024 St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce Ambassadors

2023-2024 Ponte Vedra Beach Division Board of Directors

Immediate Past Chair Beth Sweeny with Flagler College, 
left, passes the gavel to the 2023-24 Chamber Chair Berta 
Odom with RE/MAX Realty 100 at the CELEBRATE event.
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Ponte Vedra Wellness and your 
healthier lifestyle

In continuing our 
partnership with the 
Tourism and Develop-
ment Council, we have 
taken the next step in 
enhancing our visitors’ 
experience in Ponte 
Vedra with the launch 
of the Ponte Vedra 
Wellness website. This 
website focuses on the 
luxuries of wellness that 
Ponte Vedra has to offer 

guests and locals alike.
On this site, you’ll find ways to rejuvenate, 

nourish, contemplate and evaluate: a place to 
discover various ways to experience a wide range 
of wellness options that will help you decompress, 
improve yourself and indulge in some pampering.  

Rejuvenation, or the process of reviving, and 
Ponte Vedra Wellness has plenty of options for you 
to discover just how you can bring renewed life to 
your self-care process. Perhaps you want to enjoy 
yoga on the beach with the crashing waves as your 
background music or indulge in a massage and 
facial at one of the many spa experiences known 
all around the country — whatever it is you do to 
rejuvenate, Ponte Vedra Wellness can help you find 
it.

Nourishment for your body is a critical element 
of wellness. A healthy dining experience, a fresh 
beach picnic or healthy snacks on the go — with 
so many great choices in Ponte Vedra, healthy 
choices at mealtimes are easy. Plus, some of the 
best restaurants are also on the water, giving you 

two perks in one place. Finding your next favorite 
place is as easy as a quick search on the site.

We all need some downtime now and then, and 
one of the best ways to get that is to take some 
quiet time in nature, enjoy the sound of birds sing-
ing away and relax to the sound of waves crashing 
against the sand. Contemplate, or meditation can 
help you center yourself and slow down, enjoy the 
world around you and destress from the chaos of 
everyday life. Discover your next peaceful excur-
sion on the site.

Ponte Vedra is part of the healthiest county in 
Florida, and that’s thanks to the extensive array of 
medical experts, facilities and educational resourc-
es in our region. Whether you are looking for a 
new doctor or specialist, medical ways to improve 
your health or learn more about how Ponte Vedra 
is quickly becoming a hub for those on the autism 
spectrum, our Evaluate section will help you find 
direction to a healthier lifestyle.

Whether your focus is on one area or you want 
to indulge in all “ways of wellness,” we want to 
help you see how you can embrace Ponte Vedra 
Wellness. The Ponte Vedra Wellness website along 
with its sister’s site Ponte Vedra Naturally can be 
found at www.experiencepontevedra.com. In addi-
tion, for more information visit our official Ponte 
Vedra Visitor Information Center (VIC) at 200 
Solana Road where visitor 
information center team 
members will be happy to 
assist all visitors to Ponte 
Vedra.

Isabelle Renault
President and CEO, St. 
Johns County Chamber of 
Commerce

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT/CEO

Isabelle Renault
President/CEO

St. Johns County
Chamber of Commerce

JANUARY
• Ribbon Cutting: Cycle Bar St. Johns, Jan. 5
• Chamber Before Hours – St. Augustine: Encompass Health, Jan. 10
• Chamber at Noon w/UF Health St. Johns: Digital Marketing, Jan. 11
• Ribbon Cutting: Effect Spa, Jan. 18
• Ribbon Cutting: Fleur de Lis Boutique, Jan. 22
• Chamber After Hours – St. Johns: Longleaf St. Johns, Jan. 24
• Chamber After Hours – St. Johns: Basecamp Fitness, Jan. 25

FEBRUARY
• Women with Vision Council w/Jacksonville Jaguars: Touchdown 
Marketing, Feb. 1
• Chamber Before Hours – PVB: RISE at Nocatee, Feb. 7
• Chamber Before Hours – St. Augustine: Visitors & Convention 
Bureau, Feb. 8
• Historic St. Augustine Area Council w/City of St. Augustine: St. 
Augustine Parking Code & Traffic Update, Feb 9
• Chamber at Noon w/THE PLAYERS: THE PLAYERS Update, Feb. 14
• Tourism & Hospitality Council w/Business Panelist: Digital 
Domination, Feb. 15
• Chamber 101: Zoom, Feb. 16
• Chamber After Hours – PVB: YMCA, Feb. 21
• Chamber After Hours – St. Augustine: bestbet, Feb. 22
• Economic Development Council w/ SJC County Administrator, Joy 
Andrews: St. Johns County Plan, Feb. 23

MARCH
• Night at THE PLAYERS w/ Jax Chamber: TPC, 
March 7
• Chamber at Noon: March 20
• Business Development: Small Biz Best Practices, 
March 21
• Chamber After Hours – PVB: Florida Exchange, 
March 27
• Chamber After Hours – St. Augustine: Liberty 
Landscape, March 28

Interested in hosting or sponsoring an event?
Contact info@sjcchamber.com 

STAFF HIGHLIGHTS
Ericha Gore was promoted to Director, Membership & Events.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

St. Johns County Chamber of 
Commerce Board retreat

Ponte Vedra Division Board

Photo by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce

The St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors gathered for their 
board retreat. Participants included, from left, front row, Dr. Erika Hamer, Beth Tate, 
Leila Bedoian, Melissa Cecil, Isabelle Renault, Elizabeth Bernardino, Jamie John-
son, Cindy Delaparte, Nancy Derring-Mock, Sean Rotolo; back row, Beth Sweeny, 
Jennifer Howard, Cecil Gibson, Cory Darling, Meg Zabijaka, Scott Maynard, Berta 
Odom (Chair), Matt Lahti, Bob Porter.

Photo by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce

Front row, from left: Carissa Jackson, Felicia Cox, Elizabeth Bernardino, and Peter 
verDorn. Back row, from left: Lori Adams, Dr. Erika Hamer, Susan Griffin, and Erin 
Wallner.

Not pictured: Mary Anne Thomas, Miranda Rossum, and Mark Allen.

Visit Ponte Vedra 
Wellness

PVWellness.net

Register Now

sjchcamber.com
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24 Hour Crisis / Texting Helpline 904-824-1555
Safety Shelter & Transitional Housing
Rape Care Unit & Recovery Services
Court Advocacy / Legal Assistance
Confidential Counseling / Support Groups
Community / Professional Education

SCAN TO DONATE 

Betty Griffin Center is the only certified local center
to provide quality services, at no cost, to survivors

of domestic and sexual violence in St. Johns County. 

PROGRAMS & SERVICES

WWW.BETTYGRIFFINCENTER.ORG2450 Old Moultrie Rd. STE 202
St. Augustine, FL 32086

BETTY GRIFFIN CENTER THRIFT SHOPPES

DONATE. SHOP. SUPPORT.
Delivery & Furniture Pick Up Available! Please call (904) 495-8216

Locations: 
1961 A1A S, St. Augustine, FL 32080
445 SR 13, Fruit Cove, FL 32259 

Hours: 
Monday - Saturday 9:00am-6:00pm

Special Discount Days:
Monday- for seniors
Wednesday- for everyone
Thursday- Military & Teacher

St. Johns County Chamber 
honors business leaders  

at awards ceremony

After Hours at K9s for Warriors

Photo by Jackie Hird Photography
Chamber President and CEO Isabelle Renault, left, stands next to the award winners.

The St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce held its CELEBRATE Annual 
Awards Ceremony on Nov. 15, and various business leaders who made their mark in 
the community this year were recognized.

The event, which more than 200 guests attended, was held at the Treasury on the 
Plaza in historic St. Augustine. Six business leaders were recognized for their dedica-
tion to St. Johns County and the community in which they live.

Photo by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce
The Sept. 13 After Hours was held at K9s for Warriors.

Photo by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce
A ribbon-cutting event was held Sept. 5 for 1912 Ocean Bar & Rooftop.

1912 ribbon cutting

from the BEST BOUTIQUE
REAL ESTATE FIRM

904-273-4800
clare@clareberry.realtor 

The Shoppes of Ponte Vedra
330 A1A N., Suite 305, Ponte Vedra Beach FL 

Happy Holidays 

Realtors: Lauren Spiller Daraskevich,  
Clare Berry, and Suzanne Fogle  

Elves: John Daraskevich and Vance Berry

Thank you  
for your 
support!
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Hyatt Place ribbon cutting

First Coast Cultural Center’s new addressScalice Land Surveying ribbon cutting

Liberty Landscape Supply 
holds ribbon cutting

Photo by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce
A ribbon-cutting event was held Oct. 10 for The Hyatt Place St. Augustine/Vilano. The 
property features a 7,000-square-foot ballroom and more than 20,000 square feet of 
indoor/outdoor flex space. The rooftop bar provides 360-degree views of Vilano Beach.

Photo by Bonnie Hayflick
The First Coast Cultural Center cut the ribbon Dec. 14 for its new home at 6000B Sawgrass 
Village Circle, Ponte Vedra Beach.

Photo by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce
A ribbon-cutting event was held Nov. 2 for Scalice Land Surveying in Nocatee.

Photo by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce
A ribbon-cutting event was held Oct. 13 for Liberty Landscape Supply.
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ELEVATE YOUR DINING EXPERIENCE
Experience the iconic TPC Sawgrass Clubhouse while enjoying 

exceptional food and drinks.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER
SUNDAY BRUNCH
TPC.COM/NINETEEN  |  (904) 273-3238

Vicar’s Landing hosts Before Hours

JAXUSL’s Lebesch speaksAttainable housing is meeting topic

Jaguars executive speaks

Photo by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce
The Nov. 1 Chamber Before Hours was held at Vicar’s Landing Oak Bridge Campus. Bruce 
Jones and his staff hosted the morning of networking, food and coffee.

Photo by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce
At the Dec. 1 Economic Development Breakfast, Isabelle Renault, president and CEO, and 
Scott Maynard, vice president of economic development for St. Johns County Chamber of 
Commerce, welcomed Dr. Anna Lebesch, senior vice president strategy and talent for JAXUSA 
Partnership, who spoke about the vision for the future of economic growth in the region.

Photo by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce
Attainable housing was the topic of a public meeting held Nov. 7.

Photo by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce
Whitney Meyer, senior vice president and chief community impact officer for the 
Jacksonville Jaguars, spoke at the Oct. 12 Joint Chamber at Noon event with the JAX 
Chamber. Meyer spoke about the Jaguars community impact initiatives, the Jaguars 
Foundation and community activities in connection with local development projects.
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EDC discusses workforce housing

FYZICAL Therapy ribbon cutting

Vivere Meliora Dentistry ribbon cutting

Ponte Vedra Church ribbon cutting

Veterans Day luncheon held

Nothing Bundt Cakes ribbon cutting

After Hours at The Blake

Photo by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce
The focus of the Sept. 22 Economic Development Council Breakfast was workforce housing.

Photo by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce
A ribbon-cutting event was held Sept. 26 for FYZICAL Therapy and Balance Center.

Photo by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce
A ribbon-cutting event was held Oct. 19 for Vivere Meliora Dentistry.

Photo by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce
A ribbon-cutting event was held Nov. 1 for Ponte Vedra Church.

Photo by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce
Lt. Scott Mackes spoke at the Ponte Vedra Beach Division’s Veterans Day Chamber at Noon 
luncheon on Nov. 9. Mackes shared his story and how he transitioned from the military to 
civilian life.

Photo by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce
A ribbon-cutting event was held Nov. 1 for Nothing Bundt Cakes.

Photo by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce
The St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce held its After Hours event Oct. 25 at The Blake 
at St. Johns. Attendees said it was a wonderful evening of networking, food and drinks. The 
Blake at St. Johns is an assisted living and memory care community in St. Johns.
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2023 YEAR IN REVIEW

Photo by Anthony Richards
THE PLAYERS Senior Vice President and Executive Director Jared Rice 
spoke about the upcoming 2023 event during a joint luncheon Jan. 11 
hosted by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce Ponte Vedra Beach 
Division and the Jacksonville Chamber of Commerce.

Photo by Susan Griffin
Nicole Briggs, Matt Price, Aimee Stafford and Mary O’Brien.

Photo by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce
Hardage-Giddens Funeral Homes held a grand opening and ribbon-
cutting Feb. 16 for its newest location, 1285 St. Johns Parkway, St Johns. 
Several people dressed up to embrace the “Roaring ‘20’s” theme for the 
party.

Photo by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce
The St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce hosted its Annual Chamber 
Golf Classic on May 9 at Hammock Beach Golf Resort & Spa. 

Photo by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce
Memory Lane held a ribbon cutting ceremony recently to join the St. 
Johns County Chamber of Commerce.

Photo by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce
The April 12 Chamber Before Hours was held at AAA in Ponte Vedra. 
Gloria Dongara and her team hosted the meeting, which included 
networking, food and coffee. 

Photo by Susan Griffin
A ribbon-cutting ceremony was hosted by Compass Real Estate to 
celebrate their newest location at 601C A1A North in Ponte Vedra Beach 
and partnership with the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce Ponte 
Vedra Beach Division.

Photo by Susan Griffin
The St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce and the Jacksonville 
Chamber of Commerce held a joint After Hours event at TPC Sawgrass 
and took place March 2. Pictured: Kim Scott, Jimmy Briggs and Nicole 
Briggs.

Photo by Susan Griffin
Riddle Wellness officially joined the St. Johns County Chamber of Com-
merce Ponte Vedra Beach Division with a ribbon cutting ceremony Feb. 1.

Photo by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce
Assistant Community Director Gretter Anderson and Community Director 
Brieanna Houk wielded the scissors for the ribbon-cutting ceremony 
at the new Cadence at Nocatee apartments on Jan. 24. Members and 
ambassadors of the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce participated.

Photo by Susan Griffin
On Feb. 22, the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce Ponte Vedra 
Beach Division held its monthly after hours event at America’s Choice 
Title Company.  It also served as a ribbon cutting event because America’s 
Choice rejoined the Chamber after several years of absence.  The event was 
held at America’s Choice headquarters at 171 A1A North in Ponte Vedra.

Photo by Susan Griffin
Sawgrass Marriott staff members stand alongside Ponte Vedra Beach 
Division vice chair Kathleen Floryan during the Chamber after hours event.

PLAYERS executive director addresses luncheon

Establishing an export plan the focus  
of EDC March breakfast

Hardage-Giddens opens at St. Johns location

Chamber Golf Classic Memory Lane joins Chamber with ribbon cutting Chamber Before Hours at AAA

Compass Real Estate joins Chamber, 
welcomes new location

Joint After Hours event held at TPC Sawgrass

Riddle Wellness holds ribbon cutting
 for Ponte Vedra Beach location

Cadence at Nocatee welcomed

America’s Choice Title Company hosts 
Chamber after hours, ribbon cutting

Sawgrass Marriott hosts Chamber after hours 
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N O W  L E A S I N G !  S I G N  O N L I N E  T O D A Y ! 

Brand New 55+ Active 
Living Community
1 ,  2 ,  & 3 BEDROOM APARTMENTS FOR LEASE

RISEPONTEVEDRA.COM |  (904) 341-5242 @RISEPONTEVEDRA

The First Coast’s First Choice
For All Your Real Estate Needs

904-526-7463 • www.SignatureFirstCoast.com
90 Fort Wade Rd, Suite 100  • Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

SERVICING: Jacksonville • Ponte Vedra • Nocatee • St Augustine

DENA KLEINER
CO-BROKER, REALTOR®

LUIS CALDERO
REALTOR®

LISA PORRAZZO
REALTOR®

JOE KLEINER
REALTOR®

ANTHONY VETTER
REALTOR®

St. Johns County 
Chamber of Commerce 

Ambassadors

Photo by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce
The 2023-34 St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce Ambassadors are: Sean Rotolo, Amanda 
Brown, Akinkawon Frierson, Adam Gregory, Jr., Adele McGraw, Brian Walker, William Barnes, 
Lori Brandel, Robin Burchfield, Jackie Hird, Joshua Hull, Michele Kuziola, Michael McCarthy, 
Melissa Mezick, Roderick Moore, K.C. Padget, Lisa Payne, David Permenter, Tracey Phillips, 
Marion Richardson, Jennifer Tarbert, Trudy Toche, Cecile Nusbaum and Elizabeth Bernardino.

Our Business Community Leaders

If you want to be among the most recognized names in community and business
leadership, contact Elizabeth Bernardino at Elizabeth.Bernardino@sjcchamber.com

Modern Day Dental 
ribbon cutting

Photo by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce
A ribbon-cutting event was held Sept. 21 for Modern Day Dental
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2023 YEAR IN REVIEW

Photo by Susan Griffin
Arthur Murray owner Heiko Leyhausen dances with his daughter during 
the event.

Photo by Susan Griffin
Signature First Coast Reality joined the St. Johns County Chamber Ponte 
Vedra Beach Division with a ribbon cutting ceremony April 20.

Photo by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce
Daniel Nicolitz, TruCIO at TruTechnology, spoke about cybersecurity for 
small business at the Chamber at Noon event on May 17. He said 67% 
of small businesses experienced a cyberattack within the last year. The 
Ponte Vedra Beach Library hosted the luncheon. The series is sponsored 
by Fields Auto Group.

Arthur Murray hosts
Chamber before hours event

Signature First Coast Reality 
holds ribbon cutting

TruTechnology’s Nicolitz speaks 
on cybersecurity

Photo by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce
Members of the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce were on hand 
June 29 for a ribbon cutting ceremony at PROTACTX Brazilian Jiu Jitsu, 
which recently opened at 200 Sterling Plaza Drive, Suite 204, Ponte Vedra.

Photo by Susan Griffin
The St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce Ponte Vedra Beach Division 
held a Before Hours event at Ponte Vedra Plastic Surgery on Aug. 9. 
Members were able to mingle and network inside and outside the location. 

Photo by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce
Snyder Air Conditioning, Plumbing & Electric held its ribbon-cutting 
ceremony Aug. 22. It was a morning of networking, food and celebrating.

PROTACTX Brazilian Jiu Jitsu opens Ponte Vedra Plastic Surgery hosts  
Chamber Before Hours

Snyder Air Conditioning, 
Plumbing & Electric cuts ribbon

Karina Coryell, Latisha Akerele and Linda Thomson.

Photo by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce
Riptide Home Furniture had its ribbon cutting event on Aug. 31. The 
business is located on U.S. 1 north of Palencia.

Photo by Susan Griffin
The St. Johns County Chamber Ponte Vedra Beach Division’s Chamber 
After Hours was held at Wells Fargo in Nocatee. Heather McDougal, 
regional branch manager, and her team hosted the wonderful evening of 
networking, food and drinks.

Photo by Anthony Richards
New executive director of THE PLAYERS, Lee Smith (fourth from the left) 
spoke at a joint lunch event hosted by the St. Johns County Chamber of 
Commerce Ponte Vedra Beach Division and the Jax Chamber on July 19 at 
Marsh Landing Country Club.

Riptide team cuts ribbon Wells Fargo hosts Chamber After Hours New THE PLAYERS executive director 
speaks at Chamber lunch

Photo by the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce
A ribbon-cutting event was held July 26 for TD Bank — Durbin Creek.

Photo courtesy of St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce
The St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce Ponte Vedra Beach Division 
hosted an After Hours event at Hardage-Giddens St. Johns on Aug. 23. 
The evening included networking opportunities as well as food and 
drinks.

Bank branch opens Hardage-Giddens hosts Chamber after hours
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VENETIAN PRINCESS

Chamber gets festive with Jingle Mingle
The St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce Ponte Vedra Beach Division held its annual Jingle Mingle holiday social at Marsh Landing Country Club on Dec. 7. It was a fes-

tive night of networking, holiday spirit and door prizes. 
Photos by Susan Griffin

Photo by Jackie Hird Photography

Isabelle Renault, Jamie Johnson, Elizabeth Bernardino and Ericha Gore

Liesl Savage and Pam Ducas.

Scott Maynard, Elizabeth Bernardino and Trudy Toche.



Ponte Vedra Recorder · December 21, 2023 CONNECTIONS   25

© Baptist Health 2023

Could it be a hernia?
8 silent signs 

If left untreated, your hernia could grow, get more painful, or even 
become dangerous at some point. And a hernia won’t go away on its 
own. The good news is today’s minimally invasive hernia treatment 
options, including robotic-assisted surgery, can offer you fast recovery.

The signs of a hernia are not always obvious. Most common is a 
bulge in the abdomen, but here are some other symptoms that you 
may be more likely to ignore: 

• Pain in the pelvic area
• Nausea and vomiting
• Fever
• Constipation
• Feeling full and bloated

• Heartburn
• Weakness and muscle fatigue  

in the upper leg or groin
•  Pain when lifting or coughing

For more information or to request an appointment:
Visit baptisthernia.com, call 904.202.2019 or scan the QR code.

From Your 
St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce

Season’s Greetings

Thanks to you and our members, 2023 was a prosperous year:

Deck the halls with business calls! Wishing you a joyful holiday 
season filled with more networking than your office Wi-Fi. May 
your meetings be merry and your profits be plenty. 
Here’s to a jolly ROI in the coming year!

Happy holidays from the  
St. Johns County Chamber team

Grew our Chamber membership by 5%

Hosted 150 member events for more than 5,000 guests

Launched Attainable Housing Coalition

Launched Autism Certification initiative

Launched Chamber Foundation 
Official announcement coming in 2024!
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A beautiful place to celebrate special lives.

NOW OPEN

Hardage-Giddens St. Johns
1285 St. Johns Pkwy

Saint Johns, FL 32259
904-342-1011 | HGStJohns.com

Visit us today to find out more!

 Celebration of Life event center
Venue customization: Weddings, birthdays, parties, graduations,

and more!
Full catering and alcohol/beverage service
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Kelly Farm would like to 
congratulate Leigh Court  

for 10 Fabulous Years at the 
Womens Food Alliance.

Situated in the charming city of St. Augustine, Kelly Farm Events offers a working farm with horses 
and acres of green pastures as a beautiful backdrop to your celebration. Designed with rustic charm 

coupled with modern amenities and comforts, our events barn is the perfect venue for your destination 
wedding, corporate event, anniversary party and other milestone  celebrations. We can’t wait to see 

how our beautiful barn and surrounding land can accommodate your occasion!

(904) 392-5318 • kellyfarmevents.com

Amanda’s 
Char-CUTIE Boards

medford56@gmail.com
904.416.4010

The Womens Food Alliance  
cultivates and advances Networking, Education, and Collaboration 

for women in the culinary and hospitality industry throughout North 

Florida and Coastal Georgia. WFA is a safe haven of trusted 

advice, genuine support and a place to grow.  

We cherish “Friendship First.”

For Information  
and Membership:

Leigh Cort, Founder
leigh@leighcortpublicity.com 

904-806-3613
WomensFoodAlliance.com The Womens Food Alliance Leadership Council 2023

Cheers to 10 Years!
womensfoodalliance.com
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WOMENS FOOD ALLIANCE — THE 10-YEAR JOURNEY

From Taking Chances to Finding
a Place to Grow and Make Friends

By Leigh Cort
Photos provided by Leigh Cort

When the Womens Food Alliance was conceived in 2013, it began as a place for hospitality women to find industry connections, feel comfortable let-
ting the stresses of the day disappear and enjoy meaningful conversations about facing many of the same business challenges and successes. Sharing the 
story about its 10-year journey from the first eight members to the current membership of 160 professional women (spanning St. Augustine, Florida to 
Savannah, Georgia) is best told through photos that highlight each of the past 10 years.

Womens Food Alliance ~ The 10-year journey 

From Taking Chances to Finding a Place to Grow and Make Friends 
By Leigh Cort 

 
When the Womens Food Alliance was conceived in 2013, it began as a place for 
hospitality women to find industry connections, feel comfortable letting the 
stresses of the day disappear and enjoy meaningful conversations about facing 
many of the same business challenges and successes. Sharing the story about its 
10-year journey from the first 8 members to the current membership of 160 
professional women (spanning St. Augustine, Florida to Savannah, Georgia) is best 
told through photos that highlight each of the past 10 years.  

 

2013: Chocolate Merrymaking at Peterbrooke Chocolate ~ Deliciously educational 

 

   

2014: First Anniversary Gala at the Casa Marina Hotel with Laddie Dwyer’s ‘actors’ 

 

 

2016: Alhambra Dinner Theatre Party seeing ‘Sister Act’ with the cast 

 

 

2016: First Coast Tech College Culinary Students ~ Dinner with students learning their skills 

 

 

2017: EXPO at Dana Stallings’ Jax Kitchen featuring 30 members’ culinary businesses 

 

 

2017: Christmas at The Players Club at Sawgrass.  

 

 

 

2019:  Jax Cooking Studio Hands-On Cooking Class ~ LOTS OF FUN & LAUGHTER 

   

 

2020: The Inaugural Golden Pineapple Award Dinner ~ Honoring 12 Hospitality Leaders  

 

 

 

2019:  Jax Cooking Studio Hands-On Cooking Class ~ LOTS OF FUN & LAUGHTER 

   

 

2020: The Inaugural Golden Pineapple Award Dinner ~ Honoring 12 Hospitality Leaders  

 

 

2018: 11 finalists in the 1st Annual Kids Cookie Contest “Why I Like to Bake for my Family” 

 

 

2018:  21 Graduates in WFA’s Food Judges Symposium ~ the History, Ethics & Protocol of 
Judging Food Competitions!  

 

 

2018: 11 finalists in the 1st Annual Kids Cookie Contest “Why I Like to Bake for my Family” 

 

 

2018:  21 Graduates in WFA’s Food Judges Symposium ~ the History, Ethics & Protocol of 
Judging Food Competitions!  

 

 

2021: WFA’s Retreat on St. Simons Island ~ Lighthouse Trolley & Benny’s Red Barn 

  

 

 

 

 

2014: The Womens Food Alliance continues to grow at Treasury on the Plaza 

 

 

2015: Dinner at the World Golf Village Hall of Fame with Chef Deeann Hobbs ~ starting in the 
Bob Hope golf memorial gallery 

 

 

2016: Alhambra Dinner Theatre Party seeing ‘Sister Act’ with the cast 

 

 

2016: First Coast Tech College Culinary Students ~ Dinner with students learning their skills 

 

 

2014: The Womens Food Alliance continues to grow at Treasury on the Plaza 

 

 

2015: Dinner at the World Golf Village Hall of Fame with Chef Deeann Hobbs ~ starting in the 
Bob Hope golf memorial gallery 

 

 

2017: EXPO at Dana Stallings’ Jax Kitchen featuring 30 members’ culinary businesses 

 

 

2017: Christmas at The Players Club at Sawgrass.  

2013

2015

2017

2018

2019

2017

2018

2020

2014

2016

2014

2016

Chocolate Merrymaking at Peterbrooke Chocolate 
- deliciously educational.

Dinner at the World Golf Village Hall of Fame with 
Chef Deeann Hobbs - starting in the Bob Hope Golf 
Memorial Gallery.

EXPO at Dana Stallings’ Jax Kitchen featuring 30 
members’ culinary businesses.

21 Graduates in WFA’s Food Judges Symposium 
– the History, Ethics & Protocol of Judging Food 
Competitions!

Jax Cooking Studio Hands-On Cooking Class – lots of 
fun and laughter!

Christmas at TPC Sawgrass 11 finalists in the 1st Annual Kids Cookie Contest 
“Why I Like to Bake for my Family.”

The Inaugural Golden Pineapple Award Dinner, 
honoring 12 hospitality leaders.

First Anniversary Gala at the Casa Marina Hotel 
with Laddie Dwyer’s “actors.”

Alhambra Dinner Theatre Party seeing “Sister Act” 
with the cast.

The Womens Food Alliance continues to grow at 
Treasury on the Plaza.

First Coast Tech College Culinary Students - Dinner 
with students learning their skills.

WOMENS FOOD ALLIANCE  continues on Page 30
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The hospitality/food/event industry throughout Florida and Georgia continues to explode with talent, creativity, and passion. The knowledge, hard work, respect, and fel-
lowship that we share leads us to believe that more women in the industry will be joining us in the coming year. Their contributions are all unique; it’s an exciting journey to 
see, understand and celebrate their successes. Our themed events each month showcase our incredible members throughout our expanding region ~ giving everyone a chance 
to grow, find their place and make friends!

 

 

2021: WFA’s Retreat on St. Simons Island ~ Lighthouse Trolley & Benny’s Red Barn 

  

 

 

 

 

2021: WFA’s Retreat on St. Simons Island ~ Lighthouse Trolley & Benny’s Red Barn 

  

 

 

2021
WFA’s Retreat on St. Simons Island – Lighthouse Trolley & Benny’s Red Barn.

2021: The 2nd Golden Pineapple Award Dinner recognizes ten hospitality leaders  

 

 

2022: Fun at the Farm ~ dinner & line dancing @ Kelly Farms 

   
 

2022: International Dinner ~ Grazing & Chef Tasting at The Barn @ Palm Valley 

2021: The 2nd Golden Pineapple Award Dinner recognizes ten hospitality leaders  

 

 

2022: Fun at the Farm ~ dinner & line dancing @ Kelly Farms 

   
 

2022: International Dinner ~ Grazing & Chef Tasting at The Barn @ Palm Valley 

2022
Fun at the Farm - dinner and line dancing at Kelly 
Farms.

2021: The 2nd Golden Pineapple Award Dinner recognizes ten hospitality leaders  

 

 

2022: Fun at the Farm ~ dinner & line dancing @ Kelly Farms 

   
 

2022: International Dinner ~ Grazing & Chef Tasting at The Barn @ Palm Valley 

2021
The 2nd Golden Pineapple Award Dinner recognizes 
10 hospitality leaders.

2022

International Diner 
- Grazing and Chef 
Tasting at The Barn 
at Palm Valley.

Remembering When - Cookbook Exchange Tribute to Cooking in the 1950’s.

     
Marie Hope, Rosaria Cammarata, Shelli McInnis, Sherry Stoppelbein, Annett Schultz    

 
 
2023: Womens Food Alliance EXPANSION into Coastal Georgia !  
 

    
Rebekah Lingenfelser (Savannah) ~ Barbara Harris (St. Marys) ~ Donna MacPherson (St. Simons Island) 
 
2023: Remembering When ~ Cookbook Exchange Tribute to Cooking in the 1950’s  

 

2023

Rebekah Lingenfelser 
(Savannah, GA)

Barbara Harris
(St. Marys, GA)

Donna MacPherson
(St. Simons Island, GA)

     
Marie Hope, Rosaria Cammarata, Shelli McInnis, Sherry Stoppelbein, Annett Schultz    

 
 
2023: Womens Food Alliance EXPANSION into Coastal Georgia !  
 

    
Rebekah Lingenfelser (Savannah) ~ Barbara Harris (St. Marys) ~ Donna MacPherson (St. Simons Island) 
 
2023: Remembering When ~ Cookbook Exchange Tribute to Cooking in the 1950’s  

 

     
Marie Hope, Rosaria Cammarata, Shelli McInnis, Sherry Stoppelbein, Annett Schultz    

 
 
2023: Womens Food Alliance EXPANSION into Coastal Georgia !  
 

    
Rebekah Lingenfelser (Savannah) ~ Barbara Harris (St. Marys) ~ Donna MacPherson (St. Simons Island) 
 
2023: Remembering When ~ Cookbook Exchange Tribute to Cooking in the 1950’s  

 

     
Marie Hope, Rosaria Cammarata, Shelli McInnis, Sherry Stoppelbein, Annett Schultz    

 
 
2023: Womens Food Alliance EXPANSION into Coastal Georgia !  
 

    
Rebekah Lingenfelser (Savannah) ~ Barbara Harris (St. Marys) ~ Donna MacPherson (St. Simons Island) 
 
2023: Remembering When ~ Cookbook Exchange Tribute to Cooking in the 1950’s  

 

Women’s Food Alliance expansion into Coastal Georgia!2023

Cheers to 10 Years!

     
Marie Hope, Rosaria Cammarata, Shelli McInnis, Sherry Stoppelbein, Annett Schultz    

 
 
2023: Womens Food Alliance EXPANSION into Coastal Georgia !  
 

    
Rebekah Lingenfelser (Savannah) ~ Barbara Harris (St. Marys) ~ Donna MacPherson (St. Simons Island) 
 
2023: Remembering When ~ Cookbook Exchange Tribute to Cooking in the 1950’s  

 

Marie Hope

     
Marie Hope, Rosaria Cammarata, Shelli McInnis, Sherry Stoppelbein, Annett Schultz    

 
 
2023: Womens Food Alliance EXPANSION into Coastal Georgia !  
 

    
Rebekah Lingenfelser (Savannah) ~ Barbara Harris (St. Marys) ~ Donna MacPherson (St. Simons Island) 
 
2023: Remembering When ~ Cookbook Exchange Tribute to Cooking in the 1950’s  

 

Shelli McInnis

     
Marie Hope, Rosaria Cammarata, Shelli McInnis, Sherry Stoppelbein, Annett Schultz    

 
 
2023: Womens Food Alliance EXPANSION into Coastal Georgia !  
 

    
Rebekah Lingenfelser (Savannah) ~ Barbara Harris (St. Marys) ~ Donna MacPherson (St. Simons Island) 
 
2023: Remembering When ~ Cookbook Exchange Tribute to Cooking in the 1950’s  

 

Annett Schultz 

     
Marie Hope, Rosaria Cammarata, Shelli McInnis, Sherry Stoppelbein, Annett Schultz    

 
 
2023: Womens Food Alliance EXPANSION into Coastal Georgia !  
 

    
Rebekah Lingenfelser (Savannah) ~ Barbara Harris (St. Marys) ~ Donna MacPherson (St. Simons Island) 
 
2023: Remembering When ~ Cookbook Exchange Tribute to Cooking in the 1950’s  

 

Rosaria Cammarata 

     
Marie Hope, Rosaria Cammarata, Shelli McInnis, Sherry Stoppelbein, Annett Schultz    

 
 
2023: Womens Food Alliance EXPANSION into Coastal Georgia !  
 

    
Rebekah Lingenfelser (Savannah) ~ Barbara Harris (St. Marys) ~ Donna MacPherson (St. Simons Island) 
 
2023: Remembering When ~ Cookbook Exchange Tribute to Cooking in the 1950’s  

 

Sherry Stoppelbein 
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200 PONTE VEDRA BOULEVARD  |  904.285.6927  |  RSALES@PVRESORTS.COM  |   PVCLUBREALTY.COM

FROM ALL OF US AT PONTE VEDRA CLUB REALTY

With the holidays approaching, our thoughts turn gratefully 
to those who have made our success possible. 

Thank you for a great year! 
Wishing you the happiest of holidays!

Happy Holidays

Business Weekly
For MORE business news, go to facebook.com/ThePVRecorder

www.PonteVedraRecorder.comTHURSDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2023 • PAGE 31

Taking charcuterie boards to the next level
Business strives to  

make any party theme 
come to life 

By Anthony Richards

It has only been about six months, but 
Amanda Medford has begun to come into 
her own as a local business owner with 
Amanda’s Char-cutie Boards.

She had been showing her creative side 
by making charcuterie boards for family 
and friends for two years prior to taking 
the leap into starting her business.

“It was a fun artform for me to explore 
at first, but then I did a huge event for a 
friend, and it seemed like everyone there 
was coming up to me asking if I had my 
own business and if they could give me a 

call for their event,” Medford chuckled.
Being challenged is something that she 

really enjoys, and she has been up for 
just about any type of party or ideas that 
someone throws out there.

“I pride myself in being able to do 
pretty much any event or theme and 
I’ve done my share in just the last six 
months,” Medford said. “I just recently 
did a Grinch-Christmas theme.”

The strange thing is that Medford has 
never really considered herself to be an 
extremely artistic type growing up, but 
one day she found that interior design 
was what she wanted to pursue as a 
career.

Although at first glance charcuterie 
boards seem far from the world of inte-
rior design, she has found many simi-
larities, especially when it comes to the 
design aspects of a project.

“Instead of a room, you are creating on 
a board, but you’re still able to capture 

the magic of turning something from 
nothing and a blank canvas into some-
thing memorable,” Medford said. “You’re 
filling that space.”

Medford has high hopes for her 
business, and she continues to want to 
expand, but she also knows that she does 
not want to reach the point where she 
grows too big.

For her, the personal touch that she 
establishes with her clients by meeting 
with them beforehand to get an idea of 
what they are looking for from their char-
cuterie boards to match their event means 
everything.

According to Medford, she wants to 
have a hands-on presence with each 
project, because she wants the clients to 
know that she cares as much about the 

CHARCUTERIE   continues on Page 33

Contributed photo
Amanda Medford had been making char-
cuterie boards for her family and friends two 
years before starting the business about six 
months ago.
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Patio Furniture
Family Owned & Operated • Immediate Delivery • Wholesale Prices

www.palmcasual.com • The #1 manufacturer of patio furniture in Florida since 1979

650 Blanding
Orange Park
904-579-3455

11323 Beach
Jacksonville
904-641-8308

Mon-Sat 9-5 • Closed Sundays

Money Back Guarantee
If you can find a better value in patio furniture or for 
any other reason wish to return your furniture, you 

may do so within 30 days for a full refund.

Lifetime Service!

WickerAluminumCast up to40% offsugg. retail

Choose from

300Fabrics 1 week delivery

Realtors donate $370,000 to local charities in 2023
More than 200 Realtors converged at 

the Ramallah American Club with the goal 
of packing 75,000 meals for disadvantaged 
children during the Northeast Florida 
Association of Realtors annual Hunger 
Fight Pack-a-Thon on Dec. 7. Within three 
hours, the Realtors prepared 76,126 meals, 
surpassing their goal.

The event was sponsored by the 
NEFAR Charitable Foundation, which 
donated $33,000 to cover the cost of the 
food supplies as well as 2,640 books for 
underserved preschoolers in the region. 
The food and book combination supported 
Hunger Fights’ “Food for their bellies, 
books for their brains” program. Also, to 
aid in Hunger Fight’s distribution of food 
throughout the region, NEFAR donated 
two box trucks worth more than $100,000 
to the nonprofit in 2022.

“NEFAR was proud to provide more 
than 200 volunteers for the packing event 
with Hunger Fight,” said 2023 NEFAR 
President Diana Galavis. “Realtors to-

gether with real estate industry affiliates 
joined to pack 76,126 meals for children 
and families in Northeast Florida. Hunger 
Fight is an amazing organization, and NE-
FAR is proud to partner with them again 
to provide children and families access to 
food to end hunger and provide those in 
need with tools for success.” 

The NEFAR/Hunger Fight Pack-a-Thon 
capped what has been a very charitable 
year for the Realtors Association in 
Northeast Florida. Including Hunger Fight, 
NEFAR’s Charitable Foundation, which 
is funded by gifts from the 12,000-strong 
NEFAR membership, has donated 
$370,568 to nonprofits and charitable 
projects on the First Coast. 

The following is a list of donations 
given by the NEFAR Charitable Founda-
tion this year.

• $100,000 to the National Association 
of Realtors’ Realtor Relief Fund to assist 
real estate professionals and people within 
their communities when natural disasters 

strike.
• $100,000 to the Florida Realtors 

Disaster Relief Fund to assist real estate 
professionals and members of the commu-
nity in the wake of Hurricane Nicole

• $17,568 to the Marine Science Center 
at the University of North Florida to help 
create a “NEFAR” oyster bar in the St. 
Johns River.

• $10,000 to the St. Johns Housing Part-
nership to provide painting and flooring 
for its veterans’ project Patriot Place

• $15,000 as the presenting sponsor of 
the Best Buddies Champion of the Year 
North Florida Gala. Three NEFAR Real-
tors served as champions to raise money 
for Best Buddies this year.

• $15,000 to K9s for Warriors in Ponte 
Vedra

• $15,000 to Morning Star School
• $15,000 to Lutheran Social Services
• $15,000 to the Jewish Community 

Alliance
• $15,000 to be a sponsor at the gala 

supporting the MaliVai Washington Youth 
Foundation. Former professional tennis 
player MaliVai Washington is a Realtor 
and longtime member of NEFAR.

• $10,000 gift to MaliVai Washington 
for his youth foundation as a match to the 
National Association of Realtors prize of 
$10,000 for winning the national Good 
Neighbor Award.

• $10,000 to the Coastal Conservation 
Association as a sponsor for its annual 
banquet that supports the St. Johns River 
and its aquatic environment.

“Realtors have the reputation of being 
very generous with their time, talent and 
treasure when it comes to the Northeast 
Florida community,” said Galavis. “Nearly 
every member of NEFAR supports one of 
the various nonprofits within our region, 
either through individual giving or through 
donations to the NEFAR Charitable Foun-
dation. These donations are an expression 
of appreciation from our association to the 
community that we love.” 

Contributed photos
NEFAR President Diana Galavis (left front) joins other NEFAR members in packing meals during 
the NEFAR/Hunger Fight Pack-a-Thon on Dec. 7.

NEFAR President-elect Rory Dubin (left front) joins other members of NEFAR’s Global Business 
Council in packing meals during the NEFAR/Hunger Fight Pack-a-Thon Dec. 7 at the Ramallah 
American Club in Jacksonville.
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ECO RELICS

106 Stockton Street, Jacksonville
Monday through Saturday 10:00AM - 5:00PM Sunday 10:00AM - 4:00PM

ecorelics.com

Bring it home for the holidays. 

Reclaimed Wood • Vintage Doors • Architectural Salvage  
One-of-a-Kind Antique Furniture • And Much More

405 Solana Road, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082 palmsatpontevedra.com

Assisted Living and Memory Care 

Call Today! 904.686.3700

Be a  
Healthier You!

Nutrition
•Fresh! Never frozen!
•Healthy menu selections!
•We grow our own herbs!

Exercise
•On-Site Physical Therapy
•Daily Exercise Classes
•Fitness Center
•Water Therapy, Aqua Fit Classes

Emotional Wellness
•Caring, Attentive Staff
•One-on-One Activities
•Monthly Support Meetings
•Personalized Care PlansCall Today! 

904.686.3700

From all of us at  
The Palms!

result as they do.
“Every time I do an event I still get 

anxious like I did before my first one,” 
Medford said. “It’s not that I’m nervous, 
but I just want to make sure I do the best 
job possible to carry out their vision. I 
carry a lot of pride with it.”

The scale of the project has a lot to do 
with how much time Medford needs to 

accomplish it, as larger projects require 
a lot more time to gather the food items 
ahead of time and come up with an ar-
rangement that works.

“I’ve had people call me before with 
as short notice as a few days before their 
event, but that was also a small amount of 
people attending,” Medford said.

Medford primarily has done events in 
Jacksonville and St. Augustine, but she is 
always looking to venture out into other 
areas of the First Coast as well in the 
future.

Charcuterie 
Continued from 31

Contributed photos
Amanda’s Char-cutie Boards seeks to take charcuterie boards to the next level with its layouts.

The business recently did a Grinch-themed Christmas event.
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Author to speak Jan. 6
Everyone has a treasure chest 

of life experiences, and award-
winning author Kim Bradley 
will demonstrate how to turn 
them into short stories that 
resonate with readers. Bradley 
will explain the process when 
the Ponte Vedra Writers group 
meets at 2 p.m. Jan. 6 at the 
Ponte Vedra Beach Branch 
Library.

In her presentation, “Found Fiction,” 
Bradley talks about what writers already 
have in their cupboards —memories that 
haunt us, and evocative settings we know 
and love. Using generative exercises and 
list-making, she’ll explain how she uses 
Found Fiction in her own writing. 

Bradley grew up in Monroeville, Ala-
bama, and studied journalism at Auburn 
University. She has an MFA in creative 
writing from the University of New 

Orleans.
Her short-story collection, 

“Spillway” (Stephen F Austin 
University Press) is a 2022 
Florida Book Award Silver 
Medalist. Her short fiction has 
appeared in Southern Humani-
ties Review, Real South Maga-
zine, Bayou, Southern Indiana 
Review, The Louisville Review, 

Natural Bridge and others. She is an 
associate professor of English at Flagler 
College in St. Augustine.

The Ponte Vedra Writers group is 
part of the Florida Writers Association, 
a statewide membership organization 
dedicated to the support of both aspiring 
and published writers in any genre.

The Jan. 6 meeting is free and open to 
members and non-members alike. For 
information on FWA, go to floridawrit-
ers.org.

Kim Bradley

Lumen Repertory Theatre 
announces its 2024 season 

Lumen Repertory Theatre has an-
nounced its lineup for the 2024 season, cu-
rating performances designed to provoke 
thought, evoke emotion and entertain.

• The first production of the season, run-
ning Feb. 16 through March 3, is “A Small 
Fire” by Obie Award Winner Adam Bock. 
This poignant drama highlights the resil-
ience of human connection in the face of 
adversity. Described as a theatrical combo 
plate, the play offers a mix of raucous 
humor and unexpected emotional depth.

• Summer heats up with “Slow Burn,” 
a double-bill of Edward Albee’s iconic 
plays “The American Dream” and “Zoo 
Story,” running July 12 through 28. 
These pioneering plays from the pivotal 
American playwright delve into societal 
norms, human relationships and existential 
dilemmas. The actors will be double cast, 
adding a fresh dynamic to the stage.

• “Stew,” written by emerging play-
wright Zora Howard, was named a 2021 
Pulitzer Prize for Drama Finalist. This 
endearing and evocative play centered 
around Black womanhood, familial con-
nections and the impacts of generational 
trauma is described as a stirring explora-
tion of the ingredients that make people 
who they are. Shows will run Oct. 11 
through 26.

• Additionally, Lumen Repertory The-
atre is bringing back an inaugural season 
crowd pleaser. “ShakesBeer: A Brewery 
Tour” will be popping up at various 
breweries throughout Northeast Florida 

between April 19 and Nov. 16. This im-
mersive experience merges the richness of 
Shakespeare’s prose with improv, interac-
tive theater and craft beer. 

New to this year, a season subscription 
is being offered. It offers priority access 
to the three mainstage shows of 2024 
and a complimentary ticket to the chosen 
“ShakesBeer: A Brewery Tour” tour stop.

“In our inaugural season, we illuminated 
some of the possibilities for world-class, 
professional theater here on the First 
Coast,” said Lumen Repertory Theatre 
Artistic Director Brian Niece. “For season 
2024, we are unflinchingly raising the heat 
on a bold theme that is sure to delight, pro-
voke and open the door to even more pos-
sibilities for artists and audiences alike.”

Tickets and season subscriptions are 
on sale now and can be purchased at 
lumenrep.org. Single tickets ($45; $20 
for students with valid ID) will be made 
available on Lumen Repertory Theatre’s 
website at least six weeks prior to the per-
formance dates outlined above. Locations 
will be announced in 2024. 

Lumen Repertory Theatre is Northeast 
Florida’s only Equity-affiliated repertory 
theater company. Illuminating empty 
spaces with possibilities through bold, pro-
fessional productions, Lumen Repertory 
Theatre is committed to collaborating with 
established professional artists and techni-
cians, cultivating emerging professional 
talent and creating a sustainable vision for 
the region’s culture.

Symphony concert to be broadcast
The public is invited to enjoy a special 

recording of the Jacksonville Sympho-
ny’s Holiday Pops performance at home 
on Sunday and Monday, Dec. 24 and 25.

It will be broadcast via FM radio at 7 

p.m. Dec. 24 on WJCT (89.9).
A television broadcast will be 6 a.m. 

Dec. 25 on WTLV (channel 12) and 

CONCERT  continues on Page 35



The sale closed on Aug. 23, with a pur-
chase price of $2.2 million. Those funds 
comprise the lion’s share of the $3.7 mil-
lion capital campaign launched in 2018 
just as Guzzo was taking over the reins 
of the organization. However, the desire 
to move into such a facility goes back 
nearly to the origins of the center.

“A dream has been fulfilled,” said 
longtime member and acclaimed artist 
Ellen Diamond as she explored the new, 
second-floor gallery space. “For me, it’s 
been a 25-year dream.”

The center was established in 1996. It’s 
original home, a former U.S. Post Office, 
was located at 50 Executive Way. As one 
of the early members said Thursday, it 
was apparent from the start that the build-
ing was not going to be large enough to 
accommodate all that the center wanted 
to do.

Nevertheless, The Cultural Center 
at Ponte Vedra Beach, as it was called, 

provided numerous art programs, primar-
ily classes and workshops for adults and 
children, as well as camps for the latter.

Even as the search continued for a 
larger building, something occurred that 
perhaps accelerated the process: the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The center had to 
close for four months.

According to Guzzo, the outbreak 
jeopardized all of the center’s classes 
and most of its revenue. Diamond began 
to offer her painting class online, which 
helped.

“The online classes really saved us,” 
Guzzo told those assembled Thursday.

Ironically, the online presence even 
brought Diamond students from beyond 
the boundaries of the First Coast.

At the same time, in 2020, the center 
sold its Executive Way building, which 
was in fact purchased and renovated by 
Dr. Tim Conway, president of The Morris 
Center and former Cultural Center board 

member.
“Selling that building helped us get 

through the pandemic,” Guzzo said.
The center took up residence at 3972 

3rd St. South, Jacksonville Beach, where 
it operated until this week. This may 
have actually added to the organization’s 
regional exposure, as reflected in its new 
name, adopted in July 2021: First Coast 
Cultural Center.

Through it all, the center hasn’t missed 
a step. It has continued to offer its Sound 
Connections music therapy program 
for children with disabilities, its Kick 
StART afterschool visual arts enrichment 
program, its annual Beaches — A Cel-
ebration of the Arts, exhibitions, youth 
programs, classes and more.

Settling into its new two-story, 
6,000-square-foot home is just the begin-
ning. According to Guzzo, the center’s 
most immediate need is $500,000 to ren-
ovate the space, which includes removing 

several interior walls and adding stairs.
As it regards programming, the center 

will expand its offerings beyond visual 
arts to include music, pottery, culinary 
arts and other forms of creative expres-
sion.

As a way of generating funds, the 
center is offering naming rights for each 
of its spaces, two of which have already 
been claimed. The main gallery is being 
named for artist Zena Groover for a sum 
of $300,000. Former board chair Joseph 
Bryant purchased naming rights for the 
foyer for $50,000.

In speaking with the visitors Thursday, 
Guzzo demonstrated her characteristic 
optimism.

“I am so happy to say that the Cultural 
Center never has been in better shape,” 
she said, “and its future never has been 
brighter.”

For further information, go to first-
coastculturalcenter.org.
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12000 Beach Boulevard

Treat yourself with 2024 ALHAMBRA THEATRE SCHEDULE

ENJOY INSPIRED EXPERIENCES AT THE ALHAMBRA!

SEASON
TICKETS

Million Dollar  
Quartet

JAN. 11 - FEB. 18

Oklahoma
FEB. 22 – MARCH 31 

Escape to  
Margaritaville
APRIL 4 – MAY 12

Boeing Boeing 
MAY 23 – JUNE 16  

Joseph and the  
Amazing Technicolor 

Dreamcoat 
JUNE 20 – AUGUST 11  

Gypsy  
AUGUST 22 - SEPT. 29  

The Wedding Singer  
OCT. 3 - NOV. 10

A Christmas Story  
NOV. 21 - DEC. 24

Center
Continued from 1

First Coast Cultural Center President and CEO Donna Guzzo, left, and longtime member and 
master artist Ellen Diamond at the organization’s official opening.

Longtime First Coast Cultural Center member and artist Janet Wilson spent $20,000 of her own 
money creating the gift shop at the new facility.

Photos by Shaun Ryan

WJXX (channel 25).
Tim Hankewich is conductor and Ryan 

Silverman is vocalist for this Holiday 
Pops concert, which also features the 
Jacksonville Symphony Chorus and 
dancers from Douglas Anderson School 
of the Arts.

Audiences will celebrate “The Most 
Wonderful Time of the Year” and rejoice 
in holiday classics. Viewers will enjoy 
seeing the indoor “snowfall” that swirls 
all around Jacoby Symphony Hall and the 
stage sparkling under the spotlight.

Concert
Continued from 34
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Sharks pull away from Panthers in fourth quarter
By Anthony Richards

The first matchup of the Ponte Vedra 
and Nease rivalry on the hardwood 
this season went to the Sharks, as they 
fended off a late rally by the Panthers to 
win 46-42 on Dec. 15.

It was a close game throughout with 
both teams seemingly even matched 
for the majority of the contest, with the 
Sharks only leading by one, 29-28, head-
ing into the fourth quarter.

However, the Sharks (7-3) came out 
firing to open the final frame as senior 
Tyler Cowan scored on back-to-back 
possessions in the post and just like that 
the Sharks extended their lead to 33-28.

“For some reason we’ve usually 
struggled in the third quarter, so it was 
really nice to come right out like that 
and get around the rim and get a few 
buckets,” Cowan said. “That was huge 
and just what we needed.”

The big man had a marvelous game 
around the basket as he scored 13 points 
and was a force on the boards all night 
long, including grabbing some key of-
fensive rebounds down the stretch that 
allowed the Sharks to keep possession 
and run more clock.

“Anytime we can win the boards, that 
means you’re keeping possession of 
the ball, which means more scoring,” 
Cowan said. 

Another senior who came up massive 
for the Sharks was guard Sam Ritchie, 
who finished with a team-high 14 points, 
and was red-hot from beyond the arc 
with four three-pointers on the night.

“Once you see one go through, it re-
ally gets you going,” Ritchie said.

Two of those three pointers helped the 
Sharks really grab control of the contest 
during the fourth quarter, the second 
of which came after Ritchie jumped 
in front of an intended pass along the 
sideline at midcourt and then pulled up 
shortly after and buried a long-range 
shot.

It was the sixth game this season 
where the Sharks have held their op-
ponents to less than 50 points, and the 
Panthers (5-4) had held each of their 
opponents except one below that mark 
so far, so Cowan knew going in that 
the Sharks needed to have a defensive 

mindset coming in.
“The main thing was executing on 

defense, which we were able to do most 
times, and from their defense leads to 
offense,” Cowan said. “We were able to 
lock in on defense early on and it just 
went from there.”

Fans from both schools packed the 
gym on the campus at Ponte Vedra High 
to watch the action and just walking in 
it was obvious to everyone involved that 
it was a different atmosphere then any 
other regular season game.

“It’s a whole different type of en-
ergy when you’re playing your rivals, 
especially when you’ve got friends in 
the bleachers and on the other team,” 

Ritchie said. “It brings out an entirely 
different type of competitiveness. The 
most fun thing in sports is playing 
against your rivals.”

The Panthers were led by senior point 
guard Bryson Utter, who was a focal 
point of the offensive sets, and the Pan-
thers appeared at their best with the ball 
in his hands whether that ends in him 
getting teammates involved.

Utter finished with a game-high 17 
points, while fellow senior center Jack 
Sullivan had 12 points and several 
blocked shots on the night as he did his 
part to protect the rim on defense. 

Tyler Cowan of Ponte Vedra drives on Jack Sullivan of Nease during the contest between the 
two schools on Dec. 15.

Nease’s Bryson Utter surveys the court while being guarded tightly by Sam Ritchie of Ponte 
Vedra.

Photos by Anthony Richards

Jack Sullivan contests a shot at the rim by 
Ponte Vedra’s David Sanchez Barrera.

The Ponte Vedra cheerleaders put on a show for the fans at halftime.
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Valley Course still holds its own after 
more than three decades

By Anthony Richards

The 2023 PGA TOUR Q-School Final 
was held at Dye’s Valley Course at TPC 
Sawgrass over the weekend and five 
players earned qualification onto the PGA 
TOUR for the 2024 season.

In many ways, the event was one of the 
most important for so many golfers look-
ing to make a name for themselves and get 
their chance to compete at the top level of 
the sport.

It was not the first time the Valley 
Course had hosted a marquee event such 
as the Q-School Final, as it has also been 
home to PGA TOUR Champions tourna-
ments, as well as other past qualifiers over 
the years.

The course was constructed in 1987 
adjacent to the THE PLAYERS Stadium 
Course and although it may not have the 
worldwide recognition and a famous hole 

like the No. 17 Island Green, it has stood 
the test of time and continues to test the 
best golfers more than three decades later.

“The thought behind the golf course 
when we built it was for it to be a sister 
course to TPC Sawgrass and the Stadium 
Course,” said Bobby Weed, who teamed 
up with Pete Dye to create the course. 
“I’m pleased to say that I think we’ve 
accomplished that, and it complements it 
very well.”

In fact, over the years, Weed has found 
many people him that they made the trip to 
TPC Sawgrass for the opportunity to play 
the Stadium Course, but they also played 
the Valley Course and end up favoring that 
for its style of play even more.

“The hook is the Stadium Course, but 
they end up often choosing to play the 
Valley Course twice while they’re here,” 
Weed said.

Finding the right mix for both profes-

sional and hobby golfers is the challenge 
for so many golf courses nowadays.

That becomes even more of a chal-
lenge as the average distances off the tee 
continue to grow for all golfers with the 
continued advancement in golf club tech-
nology and player conditioning.

“You were probably looking at some 
of the longest players in the game today, 
because these young guys really love to 
let it fly and test what all a course has to 
offer,” Weed said.

According to Weed, there are certain 
ways the Valley Course was adapted in its 
preparation of the Q-School Final, includ-
ing narrowing the fairways and letting 
the rough grow a little longer to increase 
the skill level required for professional 
players.

“I’m always amazed at where these 
guys are hitting the fairways, but it is 
something that we’ve seen coming for 

some time now and it didn’t happen over-
night,” Weed said. “Every 10 years we’ve 
been extending our landing area zones (in 
the fairway). I even have some comics 
from the 1920s where someone put wheels 
under bunkers, so it would make them 
easier to move every so often.”

However, despite the growing chal-
lenges, Weed is not one that holds onto 
the past ways and instead believes that the 
adaptions to the style of play and therefore 
the courses it is played on, is an interesting 
opportunity to put a designer’s creativity 
to the test.

“Without a doubt, it’s a big challenge 
for us,” Weed said. “It’s an exciting time 
for us as we move forward, because we 
can be part of the solution.”

Harrison Endycott won the Q-School 
Final by finishing the 72-hole event at 
15-under and earning exempt status on the 
2024 PGA Tour season. 

Photo courtesy of TPC Sawgrass
Dye’s Valley Course at TPC Sawgrass hosted the PGA TOUR Q-School Final on Dec. 16-18.
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People... Pets... Portraits
Christopher Stone Photography
PoochiePooAndYou.com

Schedule a Portrait Session for just 
$150 and get 10 Digital Downloads 

(a $500 value) for FREE! 
Call or Text Now 904-400-2547

Home 
Improvement

Don’t Pay For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! Our home warranty 
covers ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. We stand by our 
service and if we can’t fix it, we’ll re-
place it!  Pick the plan that fits your 
budget!  Call: 1-888-521-2793

UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beauti-
ful New Blinds & Shades. FREE in-
home estimates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Professional 
installation. Top quality - Made in the 
USA. Call for free consultation: 866-
636-1910.  Ask about our specials!

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & 
RESTORATION:  A small amount of 
water can lead to major damage and 
mold growth in your home. Our trust-
ed professionals do complete re-
pairs to protect your family and your 
home’s value! Call 24/7:  1-866-782-
4060 Have zip code of service loca-
tion ready when you call!

Home 
Improvement

PROTECT YOUR HOME from pests 
safely and affordably. Roaches, Bed 
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders and 
other pests. Locally owned and af-
fordable. Call for a quote or inspec-
tion today 1-877-644-9799

NEED NEW WINDOWS?  Drafty 
rooms? Chipped or damaged 
frames? Need outside noise reduc-
tion? New, energy efficient win-
dows may be the answer! Call for 
a consultation & FREE quote today. 
1-888-993-3693

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military Discounts 
available.  Call: 888-460-2264

PROTECT YOUR HOME from pests 
safely and affordably. Pest, rodent, 
termite and mosquito control.  Call 
for a quote or inspection today 888-
498-0446

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWN-
ER? STORM DAMAGE? You need 
a local expert provider that proudly 
stands behind their work.  Fast, free 
estimate. Financing available.  Call 
1-888-967-1158

Other

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to fund 
the SEARCH FOR MISSING CHIL-
DREN.  FAST FREE PICKUP.  24 
hour response.  Running or not. 
Maximum Tax Deduction and No 
Emission Test Required! Call 24/7:  
866-471-2576

Medical

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You with Inogen 
Portable Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. Call 844-958-
2473.

LOW COST HEALTH INSURANCE. 
Government subsidies available for 
families earning $111,000 or less a 
year.  See if you qualify.  Call for 
your free quote! 1-888-966-2298

Miscellaneous

Prepare for power outages today 
with a Generac Home Standby Gen-
erator. Act now to receive a FREE 
7-Year warranty with qualifying pur-
chase* Call 1-855-948-6176 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months!  Life-
time warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts avail-
able.  Call: 855-761-1725

www.pontevedrarecorder.com

All Line Ads are 4 lines, 
20 to 25 Characters Per Line. 

*Additional Lines Can be Purchased
*All Rates Are NET

CLASSIFIED RATES 2023
Message to Advertisers:
All ads are non-refundable. Please check your ad copy 

of Wednesday by 3pm. Ads must comply with Federal, 
State or local laws. We are not responsible for ad 
content. Ads are subject to approval by the Publisher.

CLASSIFIED LINER DEADLINE
MONDAY  NOON
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FRIDAY 5PM

RECORDER FAX #CALL APRIL SNYDER
285-8831 ext. 1204

Private Party Line Rates
• $14.00 1 week • $23.00 2 weeks
• $31.00 3 weeks • $37.50 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each

(Couches, TV’s, Beds, Household Items, Etc.)

Commercial Line Rates
• $22.50 1 week • $39.00 2 weeks
• $55.50 3 weeks • $70.00 4 weeks

Add lines $2.15 each
(Animals, Cars, Renting or Selling a Home or 

to Advertise Your Business or Services)

Employment Spotlight/Real Estate
1x2 (2”x2”) $40.50/1 wk • $70.00/2 wks. • $100/3 wks. 
1x3 (2”x3”) $61.50/1 wk. • $112.00/2 wks. • $150.00/3 wks.
2x2 (4”x2”) $82.00/1 wk. • $153.00/2 wks. • $200.00/3 wks.
2x3 (4”x3”) $123.00/1 wk. •$225/2 wks. • $300/3 wks.

Business & Worship Directory
1.5 x 2 $55.00/month
1.5 x 4 $96.52/month

1.5 x 6 $149.52/month
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FREE           
from the  
State of 
Florida            

Want to make 
your phone 

louder?

www.ftri.org

800-222-3448

- Amplifies up to  
45 decibels 

- AC and battery 
operated

RF23

•Florida Resident 
•Over the age of 3 
•Have a Hearing Loss 
or Speech Disorder

Easy to Qualify:

Apply Online:

800-222-3448
Apply by Phone:

Our  
NEW              
In-line 
Amplifier 
does that!

www.ftri.org/products/serene-ua-50

- Keep your favorite 
corded phone

- Simple solution for 
Assisted Living 
Facility phones

A relaxed and welcoming place to  
start your Sundays with God’s word.
Come hear our new Pastor Jim Young!

Sundays at 9:45 a.m.

276 N. Roscoe Blvd., Ponte Vedra Beach
904.285.5347 | LordOfLifePVB.org

Lord of Life 
Lutheran Church

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-855-417-13061-855-417-1306

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
1600 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER

Call 866-643-0438 to 
schedule your free quote!

 

BEST. WALLET. EVER. 
Safe, Stylish, and More Comfortable.   

Curved wallet in the shape of your front pants pocket  
is thinner than a normal wallet and may help to relieve back 

pain caused by sitting on a traditional bulky wallet. 
Great for travelers.  

Available in many leathers and colors.  

 
 

1-800-786-1768 
www.Rogue-Industries.com 

Other available options 
include: RFID protection and 
a made in Maine Collection.  

Unconditionally Guaranteed. 
Use code BWE23 

For a 15% discount 

Thinking of Advertising
in the Recorder?

For more informa�on call (904) 285-8831
to speak with a Sales Rep. today!

Let’s get social!
“LIKE” US ON

Stay up to date on contests, 
advertising specials, and real-time 

news in Ponte Vedra. 
Our fans get access to exclusive 

content you can’t find anywhere else!
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ACROSS
  1.  Droops
  5.  Subatomic particle
 10.  Not in danger
 14.  Nursemaid
 15.  Black band worn 
 in mourning
 16.  Long song in opera
 17.  Edible seed of a 
 Philippine tree
 18.  Chicago political family
 19.  Pursues pleasure from one 
 place to another
 20.  Appetizer
 22.  Hill (Celtic)
 23.  Simple shoe
 24.  Songs to one you love
 27.  Secret activities
 30.  Upset
 31.  Popular hot drink
 32.  Body art (slang)
 35.  Fired
 37.  Blood relation
 38.  Identical
 39.  Porticos
 40.  Partner to cheese
 41.  Type of sword
 42.  Enough (archaic)
 43.  Surface layer of ground 
 44.  Cotton fabric woven  
 like satin
 45.  Choose for a post
 46.  Father
 47.  Tell on
 48.  Indian title of respect
 49.  Fonts
 52.  Fencing sword
 55.  Mock
 56.  Vaccine developer
 60.  Atmosphere surrounding 
 a person or place
 61.  Marten with a short tail
 63.  Chinese temple
 64.  Invests in little enterprises
 65.  Popular cut of meat
 66.  Charity
 67.  Iron-containing compound
 68.  River in Northern Europe
 69.  One point east of southeast

DOWN
  1.  Exhausts

  2.  Genus of fish related to gars
  3.  Impudent behavior
  4.  Adherents to Islam
  5.  They come after A
  6.  Spoke
  7.  Room to receive guests
  8.  About opera
  9.  End-blown flute
 10.  Heroic tales
 11.  Member of a Semitic people
 12.  Dog’s name
 13.  Opposite of west
 21.  Political divisions in 
 ancient Greece
 23.  Ocean
 25.  Cool!
 26.  Young woman about 
 to enter society
 27.  One from central Caucasus
 28.  Indian city
 29.  A way to serve ice cream
 32.  Emaciation
 33. Escort aircraft carrier 

 34.  Italian city
 36.  Mythical settler of Kansas
 37.  Unhappy
 38.  High schoolers’ test
 40.  Measured in pace
 41.  Satisfies
 43.  Gullible person
 44.  Enclosed space
 46.  Substance used to color 
 something
 47.  Shirt type
 49.  Discover by investigation
 50.  __-Castell, makers of pens
 51.  Semitic Sun god
 52.  Grads wear one
 53.  French river
 54.  Part of a cap
 57.  Digestive fluid
 58.  Metrical foot
 59.  Body part
 61.  Very fast airplane
 62.  Supplement with difficulty

CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

Here’s How It Works:  
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Miscellaneous

Donate Your Car to Veterans To-
day! Help and Support our Veterans. 
Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax de-
ductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

MobileHelp, America’s premier 
mobile medical alert system. 
Whether you’re home or away. For 
safety & peace of mind. No long term 
contracts! Free brochure! 1-888-
489-3936

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast 
internet no matter where you live. 
25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Unlimited 
Data is Here. Stream Video. Bundle 
TV & Internet. Free Installation.  Call 
866-499-0141

Miscellaneous

Free high speed internet if quali-
fied. Govt. pgm for recipients of 
select pgms incl. Medicaid, SNAP, 
Housing Assistance, WIC, Veterans 
Pension, Survivor Benefits, Life-
line, Tribal. 15 GB internet. Android 
tablet free w/one-time $20 copay. 
Free shipping. Call Maxsip Telecom! 
1-833-758-3892

Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt 
& fees cancelled in 2019. Get free 
info package & learn how to get rid 
of your timeshare! Free consulta-
tions. Over 450 positive reviews. 
833-308-1971

Miscellaneous

Become a published author. We 
want to read your book! Dorrance 
Publishing trusted since 1920. Con-
sultation, production, promotion & 
distribution. Call for free author’s 
guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

Are you a pet owner? Do you want 
to get up to 100% back on vet bills? 
Physicians Mutual Insurance Com-
pany has pet coverage that can 
help! Call 1-844-774-0206 to get a 
free quote or visit insurebarkmeow.
com/ads

Diagnosed with lung cancer & 
65+? You may qualify for a sub-
stantial cash award. No obligation! 
We’ve recovered millions. Let us 
help! Call 24/7 1-877-707-5707

Replace your roof w/the best 
looking & longest lasting mate-
rial steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 
3 styles & multiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Lim-
ited Time Offer up to 50% off install 
+ Additional 10% off install (military, 
health & 1st responders.) 1-833-
370-1234

REACH 20 MILLION HOMES 
NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY! 

To inquire about placing 
an ad in this section, 

call 579-2154

Health & Fitness
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills SPECIAL 

$99.00.  100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 
Hablamos Español

Dental Insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Covers 350 procedures. Real insur-ance - not a discount plan. 
Get your free dental info kit! 1-855-526-1060 www.dental50p-
lus.com/ads #6258

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4 is capable 
of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free info kit. Call 
877-929-9587

Home Services
Aging Roof? New Homeowner? Got Storm Damage? You 

need a local expert provider that proudly stands behind their 
work. Fast, free estimate. Financing available. Call 1-888-878-
9091

Water damage cleanup & restoration: A small amount 
of water can lead to major damage and mold growth in your 
home. Our trusted professionals do complete repairs to protect 
your family and your home’s value! Call 24/7: 1-888-872-2809

Miscellaneous
Prepare for power outages today with a Generac Home 

Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 7-Year warranty 
with qualifying purchase* Call 1-855-948-6176 today to sched-
ule a free quote. It’s not just a generator. It’s a power move.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter protec-tion. Schedule free 
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-833-610-1936

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 18 months!  Lifetime warranty & 
professional installs. Senior & Military Discounts available.  Call: 
855-761-1725

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Support 
our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax deductible. Call 
1-800-245-0398

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast internet no matter where 
you live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Un-limited Data is Here. 
Stream Video. Bundle TV & Internet. Free Installation.  Call 
866-499-0141

Become a published author. We want to read your book! 
Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920. Consultation, produc-

tion, promotion & distribution. Call for free author’s guide 
1-877-729-4998 or visit dorranceinfo.com/ads

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High Speed 
Internet.  Free Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free Voice 
Remote. Some restrictions apply.  Promo Expires 1/31/24. 
1-866-479-1516

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-in tub. Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line installation and service. Now 
featuring our free shower package & $1600 off - limited time! 
Fi-nancing available. 1-855-417-1306

MobileHelp, America’s premier mobile medical alert 
system. Whether you’re home or away. For safety & peace of 
mind. No long term contracts! Free brochure! 1-888-489-3936

Free high speed internet if qualified. Govt. pgm for recipi-
ents of select pgms incl. Medicaid, SNAP, Housing Assistance, 
WIC, Veterans Pension, Survivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB 
internet. Android tablet free w/one-time $20 copay. Free ship-
ping. Call Maxsip Telecom! 1-833-758-3892

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare Cancellation 
ExpertsOver $50,000,000 in timeshare debt & fees cancelled 
in 2019. Get free info package & learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. 
833-308-1971

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most local MLB Games! 
Choice Package $89.99/mo for 12 mos Stream on 20 devices 
at once. HBO Max included for 3 mos (w/Choice Package or 
higher.) No contract or hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. 
Call IVS 1-866-859-0405

Are you a pet owner? Do you want to get up to 100% back 
on vet bills? Physicians Mutual Insur-ance Company has pet 
coverage that can help! Call 1-844-774-0206 to get a free quote 
or visit insurebarkmeow.com/ads

Diagnosed with lung cancer & 65+? You may qualify for 
a substantial cash award. No obligation! We’ve recovered mil-
lions. Let us help! Call 24/7 1-877-707-5707

Replace your roof w/the best looking & longest lasting 
material steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles & multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Limited Time Offer up 
to 50% off install + Additional 10% off install (military, health & 
1st responders.) 1-833-370-1234

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. Limited time, we’re waiving all 
installation costs! (Additional terms apply. Subject to change 
and vary by dealer. Offer ends 12/31/23 Call 1-844-501-3208

Bob’s BASEBALL Tours  
  See MLB games in Cincinnati, Detroit, Cleveland,            
Pittsburgh, Toronto, Boston & New York Yankees   

       Visit Baseball, Hockey, Basketball & Pro Football            
Rock & Roll Halls of Fame. Guided Tour of Manhattan 
                              August 2-12, 2024  
     $3500./person based on double hotel occupancy.  Quality motor coach, hotels & game tickets 
 

Also offering Arizona/Grand Canyon Spring Training 
Tour & New York/New England Foliage Tour in 24! 

Call or Text for a free brochure: 507-217-1326 
THINKING OF ADVERTISING 

IN THE RECORDER?
 For more information, call (904) 285-8831 

to speak with a Sales Rep. today!
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(904) 642-5111 (904) 642-5111 
4700 Southside Blvd, Jacksonville, FL 32216 | www.randymarioncadillacofjacksonville.com

PRE-OWNED INVENTORY - READY TO DRIVE OFF THE LOT!

2020 FORD EXPEDITION 

SALE PRICE $40,880
40,387 MILES | STOCK# LEA91427

2019 CADILLAC XT5

SALE PRICE $35,880
17,969 MILES | STOCK# KZ215505

2018 BMW 7 SERIES

SALE PRICE $35,780
54,216 MILES | STOCK# JGM23775

2021 TOYOTA CAMRY

SALE PRICE $19,930
66,441 MILES | STOCK# MU489775

2021 CADILLAC ESCALADE ESV

SALE PRICE $ 76,988
45,914 MILES | STOCK# MR463198

2021 CHEVROLET TRAVERSE 

SALE PRICE $29,960
39,146 MILES | STOCK# MJ166574

2019 FORD ESCAPE

SALE PRICE $15,780
76,829 MILES | STOCK# KUB47576

2023 CADILLAC XT6 

SALE PRICE $57,280
8,470 MILES | STOCK# PZ168472

2021 CADILLAC ESCALADE 

SALE PRICE $81,680
51,990 MILES | STOCK# MR330431

2016 CADILLAC ESCALADE 

SALE PRICE $30,988
93,963 MILES | STOCK# GR298633

2024 XT4
#RF101249  

 SAVE $2000 PLUS 2.9% 

2024 XT5
#RZ709091   

SAVE $3500 PLUS 2.9%

2024 XT6 
#RZ703210     

 SAVE $3500 PLUS 2.9%

PRE-OWNED INVENTORY - READY TO DRIVE OFF THE LOT!


